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The Great Iberá Park of 700,000 hectares is formed by 550,000 hectares of 
the Iberá Provincial Park and 150,000 hectares of the future Iberá National 

Park, donated by an NGO, The Conservation Land Trust (CLT).



PRESENTATION

Decades ago, the province of Corrientes was a pioneer to re-
establish by law the protection of lands for the conservation 
of natural resources, the scenic beauty and the ecosystems 
of the wetlands through the creation of the Iberá Natural 
Reserve. Later this conservation path was deepened by de-
claring the public lands as a Provincial Park.

Now we go further, expanding the protected lands and cre-
ating the Great Iberá Park, one of the largest in Argentina, 
around 700,000 hectares, made up of 550,000 of the Provin-
cial Park and 150,000 of the future National Park. It’s the 
only park in species reintroduction and with the greatest 
amount of wildlife, docile and easy to observe. A park that 
highlights nature and culture with specific goals: ensuring 
the wildlife of the region for the enjoyment of Corrientes 
people and becoming the economic engine of the province.

These clear and precise public policy guidelines, kept over 
time, have allowed to reappreciate the territory and create 
a great opportunity for all the towns and the spots in the 
region that choose to base their economies on the produc-
tion of nature and ecotourism.

This Government is confident that the production of na-
ture, in addition to the conservation of our cultural wealth, 
is one of the best options for the local economic and social 
development of Iberá and its surrounding areas.

Iberá is the geographical heart of the province of Corrien-
tes, which still treasures the essential characteristics of Cor-
rientes culture in its purest state. Recovering our pride and 
achieving a sustainable and environmentally friendly de-
velopment is our strategic vision carried out in actions in 
the territory, which is reflected in this valuable publication.

Our role is to be the main public promoters of our Great 
Iberá Park. This is why today the Corrientes Government 
opens the door to the National Park, extending its surface 
of public lands. Since we are convinced that the Great Iberá 
Park is winning a protected and productive area for the 
province which benefits every Corrientes citizen.

Dr. Horacio Ricardo Colombi
Governor of the Province of Corrientes



The Iberá Wetlands are the largest reservoir of nature and 
biodiversity in Argentina.

We are also pleased to perform an upgrade of this book on 
Iberá that was published in 2015 because it means that in just 
two years, we have had many achievements. One of them is 
the expansion of the protected area in our province by adding 
high lands belonging to the CLT Foundation donated to the 
State as a National Park. These lands were added to the existing 
Provincial Park (which has been also extended at the end of 
2016). Therefore, Iberá has become the largest conservation 
area in the country, with around 700,000 hectares, where we 
are working on the conservation of nature and culture, and 
where wildlife watching is guaranteed.

The progress in species reintroduction projects and the 
formation of the Iberá Committee are other achievements 
in recent years, and they will be exhibited in this upgrade. 
However, the conceptual basis of Iberá is maintained and it is 
our common thread.

It is necessary to be there to understand the complexity of that 
colorful world of sounds, smells and landscapes. It is necessary 
to explore it to scale its magnitude. It is necessary to live it to 
listen to its nature. This publication arises from those tours, 
from walking around the wet undergrowth and hearing to 
local people, tasting their delights, and hearing the birds at 
dawn. This is why, in addition to having a large flow of scientific 
knowledge, it has heart, it has Guaraní soul and it reflects the 
deep passion of those who work for Iberá.

This is a book that is designed for those who do not know the 
wetlands and for those who are interested in knowing more. 

In these pages you will find nature, culture, history, geography, 
customs and a living language, such as Guaraní.

You will discover, as we did, the unique aspects of the wetland 
settlers. You will get into their homes, know their typical 
buildings and understand their clothing, transportation and 
beliefs.

The structure of this book allows readers to choose topics which 
most interest them and explore the book, skipping chapters, or 
reading it in a linear way, since each page has meaning in itself.

Due to the content, it may be consulted by specialists, scientists, 
and the curious in search of a different holiday. The idea is that 
each person finds their own meaning. This is why it may be 
used as reference material and study by some readers, while 
it may make others remember childhood stories. It will bring 
them yearning to the Corrientes people who are far away, and 
perhaps it is a trigger for some grandparents to tell stories and 
myths of those lands to their grandchildren.

Everyone will find their own meaning, though there is 
something which, I am sure, it will happen to the ones who 
have this book in their hands: they will feel the spirit with 
which it was intended and they will read it with pride and 
pleasure, enjoying the magic that surrounds them and that 
won’t let them go.

It is structured in 6 chapters. It covers and deepens every 
topic related to Iberá: its formation, the ecotourism and 
systemic importance, its conservation and advantages, the 
reappreciation of culture and the opportunity that production 
of nature represents.

FOREWORD

It shows with pride how Corrientes, always at the forefront, 
is a pioneer in extinct species reintroduction, managing to 
bring anteaters back, preserving and increasing pampas 
deer populations and preparing the return of the Jaguar, an 
endangered species worldwide. With more than 350 species of 
birds, Iberá contains the largest world population of strange-
tailed tyrants, a beautiful specimen sought by the most 
demanding bird watchers. In addition to a proper conservation 
of local fauna that allowed the recovery of populations of marsh 
deer, capybaras and yacarés, Iberá is placed in Argentina and 
in the world as one of the best places to watch wild animals 
at the same level as Africa or the Pantanal. The towns near 
the wetlands will benefit from the arrival of tourists and an 
appropriate strategic plan of local development based on 
ecotourism.

This developments are taking place in some spots, accompanied 
by local authorities and the great commitment of residents of 
communities that want to grow without losing their identity. 
They are proud to be Corrientes and Iberá people, showing in 
museums and circuits the virtues of this land and the review 
of Guarani culture—an indissoluble link between man and 
nature.

This book brings together reports, stories and narratives of those 
who travel and work every day in Iberá. Scientists, researchers, 
neighbors and local people have been consulted, making a 
unique and comprehensive compilation on the magnificence of 
our territory, including images that take readers to travel deep 
inside Corrientes, feeling the true meaning of the word payé.

I hope it brings awareness and teaches future generations on 
the core values of life, love and respect for nature, since these 
will turn us into a more fair and caring society. As Mahatma 

Gandhi said: “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress 
can be judged by the way it treats its animals”, and I dare to say 
that Corrientes people may be an example of this.

Apart from the environmental care and the economic boost 
provided by tourism, the Great Iberá Park will benefit 20 nearby 
towns and 200,000 inhabitants by the presence of new access 
routes, sewage, water and sanitation services, treatment of 
waste, infrastructure and training needed to receive visitors.

We have made much progress, but much remains to be done. 
Our challenges and responsibilities will also increase. We 
have to think ahead to ensure the survival of large mammals 
and birds promoting grassland corridors and gallery forests, 
addressing the complexity of the local development with a State 
body that is created for this end and to evaluate the possibility 
of one partnership, different to the municipalities which adhere 
to the development as of nature.

We need more people to take a chance on this kind of 
development, who love his province and join to show the best 
of it, so I invite you to join me and enjoy this great legacy for 
the province of Corrientes.

Dr. Sergio Moisés Flinta
Provincial Senator



Thanks to the Great Iberá Park, 20 towns and around 
200,000 inhabitants will benefit from ecotourism.

Iberá represents the nature and culture of Corrientes in its 
most authentic form. It is where we can find an intact past 
and an undiscovered future, including a magic that can be 
breathed in the places still unreached by excessive and un-
planned growth.

Iberá is a vast territory that seems infinite for its plains 
covered by water that disappear into the horizon. It’s the 
identity of brave and laborious men and women, people of 
cheerful spirit who shake hands vigorously and look at you 
in the eye. In addition, as it is a protected area, it is also the 
shelter of aguará guazús (maned wolfs), marsh deer, capi-
baras, yacarés, a variety of aquatic birds and of a nature that 
breaths wellbeing. It is the place where the wetland man 
coexists with the landscape that has given its way of being: 
water, horses, canoes.

The Iberá National Reserve of 1 million and 300 thousand 
hectares is formed by private areas (1.600 producers) and 
State or Public lands that form the Great Iberá Park, of 
around 700,000 hectares (550,000 approximately of the 
Iberá Provincial Park and 150,000 hectares of the future 
Iberá National Park, donated by the ONG, CLT).

This is the Great Iberá Park to which we refer to in this book.

Directly or indirectly, this is the one becoming the new 
economic engine of at least 20 towns, by the production of 
nature and wildlife.

Years ago, Iberá was “that unproductive area” that divided 
the province and we did not know very well what to do with 
it. Today, it is the heart that unifies Corrientes people and in 
this context, the Great Iberá Park is located in a smart terri-
tory which contributes to sustainable progress and economic 
growth in the province, with the potential to generate more 
than 20 thousand job posts.

This “smart territory”, so-called for promoting a develop-
ment that is also creative, sustainable and balanced, must 
be organized and prepared to yield the best results over the 
years, keeping its quality and sustainability. For this reason, 
for the production of nature and wildlife, the application of 
good production practices will also be required.

A very “Correntinean” territory

INTRODUCTION
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The Great Iberá Park is populated by 4.000 species of Corrientes fauna and flora. 
Some of them are in danger of disappearing if they are not protected.

The Great Iberá Park
Part I
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1.1  What is The Great Iberá Park?
National and Provincial Parks are public territories. They 
are limited and managed with the primary objective of 
ensuring and restoring the wildlife of the region.

The Great Iberá Park, with aound 700,000 hectares is located 
inside the Iberá Natural Reserve of 1,300,000 hectares.

Since 2016, its surface has been extended because the 
number of provincial public lands has increased in size with 
a Provincial Decree (December, 2016), plus around 550,000 
hectares to which another 150,000 hectares have been added 
from the future National Park.

With well-established boundaries, park rangers will be able 
to work with wildlife, which is the productive goal of the 
Park: achieving quality and abundance of native animals to 
guarantee a high-level experience to the tourist.

On the other side, there are natural reserve areas in 
Argentina that are generally declared on private lands, where 
the Government avoid fauna and flora being threatened with 
extinction through rules and controls, while land owners 
keep developing their productive activities. 

On April 15th, 1983, the Iberá Natural Reserve was 
created over an area of 1.3 million hectares—matching the 
boundaries of the basin of Iberá Wetlands. Land owners 
that were included in the Reserve kept on their traditional 
activities, mainly cattle livestock. Park rangers worked only 
in the places where they were invited, by agreement, to walk 
around or install their stations to control hunting and 
fishing. In 2009, the Reserve Law was regulated to determine 
the exact scope of this category, which basically banned 
hunting and extractive fishing and expressed the need for 
environmental impact assessment when big changes are 
proposed on land use.

In this aspect, there is a big difference with the Great Iberá 
Park where, as an area of public domain, park rangers (on the 
one side, the provincial ones, on the other side, the national 
ones) have the role of administrators with an own budget, 
infrastructure, equipment and with the responsibility of 
ensuring the production of nature in the 700,000 hectares, 
since even though their jurisdictions differ, they should 
be administered with the same vision of development and 
conservation.

At the Great Iberá Park, “nature is produced”, 
which consists in achieving quality and abundance 

of wild animals as an attraction for tourism.
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1.2 Location and boundaries of The Great Iberá Park
The Great Iberá Park is located inside the Iberá Natural 
Reserve of 1,300,000 hectares. Most of the times, the access 
roads are rural routes that go through private lands until 
the Park area where tourist activities are carried out, such 
as sailing the rivers and lakes, horseback and bike riding, 
photographic safaris from the vehicle, etc.

Having defined the boundaries and the objectives, it is 
essential that we ensure the permanent presence of staff in 
several land points, not only to allow the influx of visitors, 
but to produce nature intensively. To this effect, the right-of- 
way is being processed with the neighbors in all the roads 
close to the Park, so that the park rangers and the rest of the 

staff may live, manage resources and produce wildlife in this 
new public lands.

The first access points have been opened for visitors of towns 
as Colonia Carlos Pellegrini, Galarza, Ituzaingó, San Miguel 
and Concepción. We are working on them, so that in the near 
future the access is also possible from Loreto and Chavarría, 
and later from Yofre, Villa Olivari and Mercedes.

Mburucuyá is also considered a portal to Iberá for its closeness 
and similitude of landscapes. This town, which holds the first 
National Park in the Province (Mburucuyá National Park), 
is close to Iberá from Concepción and San Miguel.

The Great Iberá Park has park rangers and technicians in charge 
of assisting visitors and carrying out the production of nature.

The Great Iberá Park of 700.000 hectares is located inside the Iberá Natural Reserve.
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1.3 Who is the owner and how can we use it?
The Great Iberá Park is a public domain and the Directorate 
of Parks and Reserves of the Province of Corrientes (in 
the Provincial Park), together with the National Parks 
Administration (in the future National Park), are in charge 
of its management.

While each jurisdiction is handled by an applicable 
authority, the strategic lines are drawn with one same 
vision, where the reintroduction of species plays a key role 
in the planning of the Park and tourism is a conservation 
tool.

Access is free throughout the year and there are specially 
defined areas for visitors, including circuits to take daily 
tours from the neighboring towns and there are also 
places with campsites and bathrooms, where one can stay 
overnight.

Its large size and the variety of proposals make the Great 
Iberá Park suitable for all ages and interests: wildlife 
watching, adventure, culture, history, cuisine and rural life.

It has mild weather and soft Winters—though temperatures 
from June to August may drop below zero—and Summers 
are not extreme due to the presence of water and breezes 
that refresh the field during the night.

Access roads have been improved with gravel in the past 
years and now it’s easy to get to Colonia Pellegrini by car 
and access to the Park by boat or kayak trips. In other newer 
portals, it is convenient to hire local guides in advance as 
access roads pass through private lands that require the 
eventual use of keys to open the gates or all-terrain vehicles 
(ATV) if it has rained heavily. Work is been done so that 
in the near future all access roads are open to the public 
without restrictions.

In the portals with access through water, like Concepción, 
it is recommended that visitors travel with a local expert 
who knows the road. From Chavarría, the access through 
Corriente river is free, but it requires a permit from the 
Fisherman’s Club or neighboring residences to go down 
to the river on motorboat. One can access with a kayak or 
small boat through Capita Miní or route 123 at Paso Lucero. 
Inside the Great Iberá Park, hunting and extractive fishing 
are not allowed and the basic rules must be respected to 
avoid impairing nature.

The 700,000 hectares of the Great Iberá Park are also a 
learning camp where society, through scientific research, 
may know the functioning of nature, appreciate it and, 
therefore, be interested in its protection and caring.

The Great Iberá Park is the only place in Argentina 
where species reintroduction is being carried out.
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1.4 What is production of nature?
Production of nature consists in working to increase the 
presence of wildlife up to the carrying capacity of an 
ecosystem and then care for it to make a tourist attraction 
that generates dividends for neighboring communities. But 
let’s see where this concept comes from.

During the 20th century, Iberá was environmentally 
slaughtered. Until the 1980s, the basin inhabitants just saw 
fauna as a resource that had to be haunted, exploited and 
sold in the fastest way. This is how the most charismatic 
animals became extinct and just few marsh deer, capybaras, 
foxes and yacarés could survive this destructive process.

Fortunately, many things have changed in Corrientes and 
in the rest of the world since then.

The law on the creation of the Iberá Natural Reserve and 
the hiring of mariscadores (former hunters) to work as park 
rangers in the Iberá Lake, allowed to gradually recover the 
fauna that have survived in the surrounding area of Carlos 
Pellegrini.

At the same time, the people who lived in the wetlands 
began to move to nearby towns in search of work and social 
contact, which decreased the pressure of hunting animals. 
The arrival of the first Inns and tourists to Colonia Pellegrini 
also showed that the living fauna generated more profits and 
wealth than if they hunted it.

With the projects on fauna reintroduction, the creation of 
the Provincial Park, the arrival of the National Park, the 
new tourist portals and the protection and reappreciation 
of culture, Iberá has been positioned as a world-class 
ecotourism destination in its whole. Its multiple accesses, 
the possibility of knowing more than one portal and the 
increasing tourist’s permanence in a given area for a few 
days generate more revenues to the province and a major 
local development.

All these events are especially suitable for a global context 
where for the first time in human history, people live more 
in cities than in towns. These new urbanites represent a 
giant market and noticeable growth of people who want to 
have contact with nature and wildlife. Iberá represents one 
of the best places in South America to watch spectacular 
and accessible fauna.

In different parts of the world, as well as in Argentina, 
there are some places that manage to get out of poverty, 
avoid migration of young people and develop economically 
through the production of nature and ecotourism. In 
Argentina, this happens in places as diverse as El Chaltén 
in Santa Cruz, Puerto Pirámides in Chubut, Humahuaca 
in Jujuy or El Soberbio in Misiones. In Corrientes, Colonia 
Pellegrini is proud of having the lowest unemployment rate 
in the province, and also of having young citizens with sense 
of belonging and job opportunities for them. This occurs 

in a town where 85% of the population lives by visitors who 
enjoy the local wildlife in Pellegrini.

In this reappreciation scenery, the Production of Nature 
takes shape through tourism considering the use of (non-
extractive) natural ecosystems with all its native fauna 
species. This type of production has turned into the best 
economic and social development options for Iberá and its 
surrounding areas. The existence of the Great Iberá Park 
and protected private lands that generate noticeable and 
docile wild fauna represents an economic opportunity that 
adds to other types of production in the region. In this 

sense, not only neighboring inhabitants will benefit from 
this initiative, but also ranch owners that may complement 
their production with a type of tourism that seeks to enjoy 
wild fauna.

This is already the case of the region near the Brazilian 
Pantanal, where fazendas are engaged in the production of 
nature, parallel to agriculture, cattle rearing and ecotourism, 
holding a high density of fauna (including jaguars), which 
generate significant revenues that complement conventional 
farming activities.

Production of nature consists in protecting and increasing the number 
of wildlife of an ecosystem so that it can be spotted easily and become 
a tourist attraction that benefits all neighboring communities.
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To begin with, the municipal team—and ideally the 
community in a participative way—must have a strategic 
plan and work on the following questions: What resources 
do we have to enhance tourism? Who is our visitor and what 
does he/she want? What do we have that may be turned 
into a tourist attraction? What different element can we 
offer? How can we do to satisfy visitors and make them 
recommend us?

From the main square with ancient large houses and 
original groves, through roads and curves of sand along 
traces, lakes and pastures, to small chapels and sanctuaries... 
Everything, even the smallest details that sometimes are 
ignored by the daily eye, can turn into a tourist attraction 
when it conveys sense and it is framed in a range of quality 
services. Sometimes we need the vision of an outsider to 
discover the potential success a settler just can’t see because 
he/she is there every day. Hence, the importance to ask the 
questions above.

It is equally valuable to carry out questions about the 
resources that we do not have and that are required to offer 
a pleasant tourist stay. What do we not have? What are we 

lacking? What for? Generally, the answers have to do with 
services and basic infrastructure to assist tourists. Here is 
where planning should begin to build what is needed and 
which is essential to achieve a good tourism offer.

Local development is a challenge for towns, so that what 
today is missing, its own inhabitants can offer in the future, 
thus generating a new economic activity. It also means to 
open doors to new participants with investments, capacities 
and knowledge that will improve the global offering. In the 
long term, we are looking for a healthy balance between 
the new opportunities taken by local entrepreneurs and 
new investors.

When there is conviction and leadership in the municipality 
to undertake in this path, progress is noticeable right away 
and the next step will be strengthening institutionally to 
become an ecotourism municipality. Now we’ll see the basic 
steps to take at first.

I. MUNICIPAL LEADERSHIP1.5 Local development: how to get involved
There are four towns working directly with access to Iberá 
and there are other 16 towns working indirectly. They 
can get closer to the activity by opening new portals or by 
being close to already open portals. Thus, 20 municipalities, 
200,000 inhabitants and around 20,000 potential jobs are 
added.

Except for Colonia Pellegrini that has accomplished 
an enormous development through tourism, many 
municipalities are now perceiving the great potential Iberá 
has, perhaps because, when living surrounded by nature, it 
is seen as something ordinary, difficult to assess as a whole. 
However, these municipalities surrounding Iberá are placed 
better than any other to begin a developmental process 
thanks to the presence of the Great Iberá Park.

Worldwide ecotourism is one of the most important 
economic activities related to protected areas and it is a tool 
for tackling poverty. The key is to find developmental models 
where people can lead a strategic plan in their territory and 
encourage the community to participate in ecotourism.

The decision of a municipality and its community to become 
an ecotourist portal, taking advantage of the access to the 
Great Iberá Park, is strategic and it will change positively 
the destination of that town and its people. However, we 

must keep in mind that there is a long way to specify it and 
it implies a lot of joint effort and work. Easy recipes with 
quick results just don’t exist.

In relation to the Great Iberá Park, the master plan has 
outlined three community profiles:

Ecotourist Municipalities: those surrounding the Iberá 
Natural Reserve and in which their main economic activity 
is projected in ecotourism, assuming the commitment to 
support sustainable practices as: waste treatment, sewage 
and drinking water. These are: Pellegrini, San Miguel, 
Concepción, Loreto, Mburucuyá, Chavarría and Yofre.

1st Ring of Receiver Municipalities: those that are not 
expected to consider ecotourism as its main economic 
activity for their productive characteristics. Even so, they 
form the first ring of receiver municipalities, acting as 
main support and connectors for the development of 
ecotourism in Iberá. These are: Mercedes, Ituzaingó, 
Virasoro, Villa Olivari and Santo Tomé.

2nd Ring of Receiver Municipalities: those supporting 
the ecotourism value chain. They constitute a wide area 
of influence in Iberá, becoming indirect beneficiaries of 
ecotourism. These are: Saladas, Santa Rosa, Tabaí, Tata 
Cuá, Ita Ibaté, La Cruz, Palmar Grande, Lomas de Vallejos, 
Pago de los Deseos and Caá Catí.
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Most of the time, municipalities do not have teams of their 
own who can spend their time implementing an ecotourism 
plan. The key is that the Intendant form a group that is able 
to carry out the functions needed to provide services to 
tourists. This work team is also the communication channel 
with the community and other key actors who wish to get 
involved in the process. It is essential that they acquire 
social abilities, so this activity is not carried out by desk 
officials, but by the ones who feel comfortable working on 
the streets and with other people.

Once the team has been formed—which must be permeable 
to new knowledge, skills and better practices, usually from 
foundations, National and Provincial Governments—, 
a simultaneous work begins towards the inside of the 
municipal institution and the community in general, 
informing and encouraging people to participate.

Once agreed with the community that the way forward 
is ecotourism, the point of departure is a rich base with 
common goals. It often happens that just a tiny part 
of the population gets involved and then little by little 
the enthusiasm is transmitted to the rest. At this point, 
we need to work on awareness, where everyone knows 
what ecotourism is, the plan of the municipality and the 
participation of those who want to get involved with their 
ideas and resources. It is important to highlight that there 
is a place for every person who wants to join in.

A. Creating a local work team B. Working with the community

Participants in heritage interpretation course 
carried out by locals in San Nicolás. Constant 
training at all levels is essential to improve quality 
and become a competitive tourist destination.

Each municipality would organize a team assisting residents who 
want to join in this developmental initiative through tourism. 
The inspiring thing is that there is room for the interested ones.
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The people involved in this process need to find their 
place in the value chain of tourism industry. To make this 
happen, first we must understand what tourists of this type 
are looking for when they arrive to their destination, and 
the municipality must generate spaces and communication 
channels so that this information flows openly. At this stage, 
new ideas are emerged, which will then become projects and 
will come true as goods or services for tourists.

The municipality—with the support of the provincial 
government and other institutions—should promote 
entrepreneurship and create opportunities for cooperation, 
exchange of ideas and support within the community.

C. Finding a proper place

In the value chain of tourism, there are many spaces 
to develop, from travel agencies and tour guides to 
transportation, accommodation, food and entertainment, 
through consumer goods, crafts and the experience of 
visiting in general. In all these stages, there are opportunities 
to generate goods or services that will open jobs for the local 
community.

It is important that the municipality brings training 
and technical assistance to the community to promote 
undertakings or improve the existing companies, and 
come with them in the process of growing their business. 
When this process begins to mature, undertakings will 
be monitored by the municipality which will give them a 
category and corresponding permit.

This is also a critical point for municipal authorities since 
many times they do not have specialized staff or it is complex 
to sentence an enabled tourist property for not meeting the 
basic standards of safety and hygiene. In this sense, the 
municipality must enforce industry game rules although 
many times their neighbor is being sentenced.

Technical assistance and training are essential in this 
new production process: from knowing how to serve 
a breakfast to guiding tourists professionally.

Each municipality has the ability to provide meeting places for 
entrepreneurs to meet and share questions and experiences, apart 

from promoting associativism to take advantage of synergies.

One of the greatest riches of a small town is the relationship 
among its inhabitants. Nurturing these relationship 
networks where commitment and trust prevail, and when 
there is a common goal, the work is done in an associated 
form and big changes are accomplished.

To make this happen we need to spend time with that people, 
listening to their ideas and brainstorming ours. Here the 
municipality must provide a meeting and coordination 
place; then the community’s leadership will continue with 
the process.

D. Promoting social capital

Once the community has become aware, has found spaces 
within the value chain to make it specialized, and has defined 
projects, the next step is to encourage associations: a formal 
union of those who wish to offer similar or complementary 
services in cooperatives, associations or chambers. The 
goal of the municipality is to make the community grow 
towards the institutionalization of its interests and count 
on the actors who will join in the way to local development. 
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Many of the municipalities located in strategic areas for their 
natural and cultural wealth do not have the experience in 
managing a strategic ecotourism plan, so it is essential that 
they strengthen their internal management abilities.

To begin with, their resources must be organized and use 
priorities should be established. For example, economic 
resources are always scarce, so it must be decided where 
to assign them so that they impact positively increase. The 
works aimed at improving the infrastructure of drinking 
water, sanitation, sewer, lighting, waste recollection and 
treatment, and electric energy will not only benefit the 

E. Strengthening management capacity

community, but they will also lay the foundation for 
investments in inns, gastronomy and other tourist services.

Taking into account the community’s needs, a participatory 
budget about priorities when carrying out works is an 
important step that legitimates investment and brings the 
municipal authorities and the population together, which 
leads to highly positive effects. For example, the renovation 
of a neighborhood square where all residents participate 
providing labor, materials and direction.

Improve the availability of energy, water, 
sewer and garbage collection will result 

in greater well-being for the residents, 
while it is essential to receive tourists.

There are actors in the community that have resources, 
experience or relationships that are very valuable when it 
comes to work for an ecotourist municipality.

The Church, for example, always has a lot to contribute 
by the value of religious customs it has and the interest of 
visitors to know them, and even to get involved in events 
such as processions and pilgrimages. In this sense, it is ideal 
to add these to the ecotourism plan, but there are also other 
important actors:

F. Empowering others

Schools: work must be done with students in terms of 
awareness on protection, care and value of natural and 
cultural resources.

Cooperatives and existing groups: there is a prior union and 
work towards common goals and they can be a great help to 
coordinate and be in charge of events, services, museums 
and interpretative parks.

Public hospitals: preparation, equipment to assist promptly 
a visitor with problems and training guides in first aid.

Police and transit officers: they must be trained to give basic 
information to tourists.

In short, all those actors who are institutionalized are 
valuable for the process since they provide their experience, 
contact networks, material and human resources.

Schools and teachers play a role within the tourism project, 
since here is where kids begin to receive the first awareness on 
environmental care and appreciation of nature and culture.
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The municipality and the deliberative council must work in 
bylaws to protect the historic, cultural and natural heritage 
of their community because those are resources which make 
a place become an ecotourist destination. 

It is essential that monuments 
and old houses (to mention 
some examples of heritage) 
are protected, and at the same 
time, the historic quarter is 
delimited and the conditions 
for new interventions are also 
established. The process of 
reappreciating architectural 
heritage requires an important 
work with the community.

It is fundamental that 
inhabitants appreciate cultural 
heritage in the same way 
nature is being appreciated 
in the area. Life quality may be enhanced respecting the 
original characteristics of the towns, which take part of its 
identity.

G. Protecting natural heritage

It is necessary to emphasize that though the “modern” or the 
imitation of the aesthetics in big places may be considered as 
a synonym of progress, they may also devalue a destination 
that is being built as an ecotourist spot, where self-identity 

is highly appreciated.

Once heritage is protected, 
we can go on with the design 
and planning of the landscape 
interventions and the 
enhancement of green urban 
areas. For example, keeping 
and maintaining native tree 
species, improving streets, 
sidewalks and footpaths, 
preserving native forests, 
designing trails and terraces 
(for viewpoints and walks) 
and building street furniture 
(park benches, garbage cans, 
ramps), everything made of 

local materials and with low maintenance. It will also be 
important to install informative signage, tourist information 
offices and public restrooms.

Ecotourism does not exist if the urban waste is still not 
solved, so the municipality must count on a plan to adress 
this issue. For example, it is important to allocate a venue 
for garbage outside the town and not on view, as it discredits 
the place and tarnishes its nature destination image. This 
venue should be fenced and managed by the municipality 
through a recollection system that will guarantee an efficient 
and systematic garbage treatment, and in this way, it will 
discourage neighbors to leave the garbage in the venue by 
themselves.

H. Managing urban waste integrally 

Again, community awareness is essential to incorporate 
new attitudes that contribute to the environmental care 
and create a healthier, sustainable and tourist habitat. 
Therefore, more than great investments, willingness and 
team work are required between the municipality and the 
community. Some spots already have successful stories that 
any other town can imitate, where the selection, recycling 
and reusing garbage has been incorporated with the help of 
local cooperatives and it has worked very well at this scale.

The presence of garbage devaluates the place that wants to be tourist-friendly. 
Therefore, it is important to prepare a venue for collecting the garbage, 

relocating the uncovered waste yards outside the towns.
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Another important challenge for the municipality and the 
actors who have decided to work for tourism is assembling 
a destination including multiple proposals for visitors and 
more overnight visits. In this sense, the union of several 
municipalities with complementary experiences will greatly 
enrich the offer and benefit everybody. The presence of 
the Great Iberá Park with its 700,000 hectares is a unique 
opportunity for promoting and enhancing the area with a 
world-class ecotourism profile, which ensures the presence of 
native wildlife in a natural environment in excellent condition 
of conservation. To achieve this, it is essential such joint work 
between the different municipalities.

I. Spreading the destination

Fauna watching is an attraction that moves millions of tourists every year to the seashores, African savannahs 
and forests, wetlands and islands where large mammals and various birds are concentrated. Iberá has the 

necessary features to become the “faunal destination” of Argentina because of its mammals and birds.

We are working on the promotion of the Iberá destination 
with the National Ministry of Tourism, the Ministry of 
Tourism of Corrientes and the municipalities involved. 
Our goal is positioning the Great Iberá Park at a regional 
and international level, as a unique place where tourists 
spend more days in the region visiting different portals with 
different proposals, which complete the offer of experiences. 
This will be enhanced with other regions of the country 
since the Great Iberá Park will make up the ecotourism 
coastal corridor consisting of Iguazú in Misiones, Iberá 
in Corrientes, El Impenetrable in Chaco and La Estrella 
marshland in Formosa.

The Great Iberá Park is a unique opportunity 
to promote a natural destination involving all 
the municipalities of the basin of Iberá under 
one same name, building on the work already 
done by Pellegrini during more than 20 years.
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As it has already been said, to make the development process 
sustainable, it is essential that the community get involved, 
work in networks, and take ownership of the project.

This ecotourism proposal is based not only in nature, but 
also in the culture of the Iberá people, their customs, ways of 
working, values and clothing. At the same time, it functions 
as a great attraction for tourists and it will be useful to 
restore the pride of being part of the wetlands and its way 
of life.

This context of local development offers young people the 
opportunity to find a present and future employment, since 
the need of staff to carry out the work within the Great 
Iberá Park will be large-scale: from driving and maintaining 
wildlife, to providing tourist services to visitors. To access 
these posts or become an entrepreneur, one should be 
trained, organized and in some cases invest, and here is 
where the Government will be present and will offer its help.

The park rangers of the Directorate of Parks and Reserves 
of Corrientes and of the NGOs working in Iberá with 

production of nature are mostly residents of the area who 
have been trained in the best practices of productive wildlife. 
The demand for this qualified staff is on the rise and the 
provincial government created a Provincial Ranger Course 
at the Northeast National University (UNNE) to meet it 
and incorporate local people. Nowadays, a great number 
of graduates are working in Iberá.

Expert tourist guides are also needed for tours, sailing, 
horseback riding, and as hosts for overnight campsites, 
shelters, lodgings and hotels, in addition to cooks, drivers 
and helpers in general. This demand opens a wide range of 
employment possibilities for the people in the area. Many of 
these activities, such as the expert guide, may be carried out 
by local residents who have covered this task for years and 
who know the area better than anyone else, plus they have 
the necessary skills that were passed on from generation to 
generation. This is the case of the experts who handle canoes 
with poles, which is an ancestral practice that only occurs 
in certain parts of the wetlands, and now, it has changed 
from being a typical activity to a tourist activity, giving a 
sense of pride for this work.

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND LABOR SUPPLY

This process of local development allows young people to stay 
in their towns to find work and personal growth opportunities 
and, at the same time, appreciate nature and local culture.
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The creation of associations and cooperatives help residents 
to organize, share experiences and be motivated to start and 
sustain new activities over time.

It is possible to become an independent private entrepreneur 
if located near the site of tourist interest and if there are 
resources such as TVs, horses, boats, or a few rooms with 
bathroom to accommodate visitors. There are government 
programs to help buy supplies and other investments 
to mount the first endeavors, as well as training in food 
handling, training guides and hosts to assist tourists.

But as in any business, we have to think about the offer and 
also about the demand. Making visitors arrive will require 
being in the correct points of sale or access to them through 
good communication, products of high quality and safety, 
coordination of services from different sites and permanent 
contact with customers, so that they come back. Usually, 
operators and specialized agencies are in charge of this; 
however, with a proper training, the community can also 
take actions aiming at tourist’s/client’s loyalty.

III. SERVICE PROVISIONING: ASSOCIATIONS AND COOPERATIVES

Joining associations or cooperatives allows 
entrepreneurs to be better organized and be 

more consistent when it comes to raising a 
proposal or putting an idea into practice.

The emergence of businessmen or local entrepreneurs willing 
to invest in accommodation with adequate ecotourism 
standards is the turning point that will make any town 
grow quickly and sustainedly. Having accommodation is 
essential to extend the residence time to more than one day, 
hiring a greater number of services per trip and generating 
activities in other towns.

In Colonia Pellegrini, the local development has been 
started by private entrepreneurs who not only has invested 
in infrastructure but also has began the hard work of 
generating a new tourist destination.

IV. PRIVATE ENTREPRENEURS

Colonia Pellegrini managed to position tourism 
by means of private entrepreneurs, who have 
installed inns that offer services and activities.

Since the Iberá Natural Reserve was created in 1983, the 
town Colonia Pellegrini began to work in tourism. First, 
investors from Buenos Aires and other countries were 
devoted to building Inns and providing associated ser-
vices, such as excursions. A few years later, when the lo-
cal settler began to realize the potential of Iberá, more 
Inns, restaurants and vehicles for excursions appeared; 
therefore, Iberá today brings together pioneers and lo-
cal entrepreneurs.

Iberá is an international destination since, in addition 
to its landscape values, it guarantees watching wild an-
imals. At the same time, it hosts 5 provincial natural 
monuments: yacarés, marsh deer, maned wolf, river ot-
ter and anteater.

Pellegrini, an example of entrepreneurship

3938



Great Iberá Park Great Iberá Park The Great Iberá ParkThe Great Iberá Park

Colonia Pellegrini was a pioneering town that worked in natural tourism in the wetlands: it started its activities 
in 1983, along with the creation of the Iberá Natural Reserve where the Great Iberá Park is found.
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Operators and agencies are those who best market and 
promote a destination and have the ability to sell to a 
distant public a complete stay for several days, or put 
together packages with much anticipation. Their main role 
is to articulate multiple providers of local services between 
visitors and travel agencies from other countries, leveling 
quality and offering warranties of legal certainty. Without 
local agencies, a permanent work flow could hardly be 
maintained.

V. OPERATORS AND AGENCIES FOR NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

In many cases, hotels or lodges that offer accommodation, 
meals and daily activities act as local operators. In order to 
have an agency, these local operators should meet certain 
conditions required by the Law of Tourism of the province, 
which include a storefront and a registered professional.

The Ministry of Tourism of Corrientes will facilitate the 
creation and management of new agencies in the area, since 
there is a primary interest in promoting their establishment 
in the province.

Tourism agencies are specialists who market “packages” and offer security and 
quality of services in the long term. The Ministry of Tourism of Corrientes provides 
advice and helps people interested in having their own agency management.

The province has formed a corps of Rangers with various 
skills. On the one hand, expert guides are fundamental 
for their knowledge of the wetlands, their ability to ride 
horses, punt poles, relate to neighbors, speak Guaraní and 
see and follow fauna. These experts were born within the 
Iberá wetlands or neighboring towns and they are highly 
prized as workers in the production of wildlife.

On the other hand, university rangers care for nature by 
vocation and, although they may not have any knowledge 
of the land, they were able to train at several tertiary 
institutions and begin a career.

The Directorate of Parks and Reserves of the Province 
of Corrientes also includes professionals from different 
backgrounds as lawyers, administrative assistants, biologists, 
managers, and naturalists. This team, together with the 
Administration of National Parks, ensures the enforcement 
of laws, removes the threat on endangered species, creates 
activities of natural interpretation within the Great Iberá 

VI. BECOMING A PARK RANGER OR PRODUCER OF NATURE

Park, instills environmental education, monitors indicator 
species populations for the ecosystem health, maintains 
infrastructure and fences, control hazards, and assists visitors 
with good information, offering safety during their stay.

Provincial and national Expert Rangers, also biologists, 
communicators, lawyers, naturalists and volunteers 

who learn and teach in the field complement to 
safeguard the wildlife of the Great Iberá Park.
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Wildlife management, public use, landscape restoration and 
environmental planning require a deep knowledge on the 
scenery where production of nature takes place. Managers 
and Rangers generally base their decisions on the existing 
knowledge and common sense when there is no scientific 
basis to support their decisions. For this reason it is essential 
that researchers complete the gaps of information both in 
conservation biology and other related areas: soil science, 
climatology, paleontology, anthropology, sociology, economy 
and even philosophy, in order to allow an assessment at 
different scales of how nature and society work over time 
and to be more efficient in the management and restoration 
of the ecosystem.

The Northeast National University (UNNE) in Corrientes 
and Resistencia has resulted in projects and publications on 
Iberá, promoting research in different areas of knowledge. 
Similarly, the University of Buenos Aires and the National 
University of Córdoba have contributed with works of 
licentiates, masters and doctoral students.

Other institutions that have also cooperated—under the 
umbrella of Conicet—are the Center of Applied Ecology of 
Litoral (Cecoal) keeping lines of research in Iberá in relation 

VII. THE CONTRIBUTION OF RESEARCHERS

to aquatic organisms, ecology of the wetlands, birds and 
genetics of reintroduced species; and the Northeast Institute 
of Botany (Ibone) contributed with studies on systematic 
Flora. On the other hand, the Institute of Subtropical Biology 
of Misiones (IBS) is carrying out studies on ecology of 
mammals and models of land occupation.

It is fundamental that research promotion is been done within 
the Great Iberá Park, not only for a better administration 
of the territory, but also as a gift from Corrientes to the 
world. The wetlands are areas of high biodiversity value 
and they provide important environmental services, so that 
the information that can be obtained in Iberá, will allow a 
better understanding of the entire wetlands and subtropical 
grasslands.

In 2014, the Center of Research of the Macro System of 
Iberá (CIMI) was created and headquartered in Concepción 
del Yaguareté Corá through an agreement between the 
Provincial Government and the Faculty of Exact Sciences 
of UNNE. CIMI aims to develop projects and actions in the 
field of science, research and monitoring of Iberá.

Scientific research, apart from allowing a better understanding of the ecology and 
natural history of the region, places Corrientes at a national and international level as 
a reliable source of information for global diagnostics regarding the wetlands.
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It is very difficult for the State to generate major changes 
rapidly if there is not a participative work from society and 
local actors. In Argentina, changes in the short term are 
often achieved through non-governmental organizations, 
which can usually keep the continuity of projects and local 
leadership over time, apart from having a management with 
a more stable budget.

There are two types of NGOs in Iberá: the ones that handle 
their own territory and the ones that provide work and 
management.

Managing private lands aimed at the production of nature 
within the Iberá Natural Reserve allows to complement 
territory and diversity of environments at the Great 
Iberá Park. For this purpose, foundations such as The 
Conservation Land Trust (CLT), Flora and Fauna Argentina 
and Conservation Wildlife Trust (CWT) possess their 
lands within the reserve. In this way, the areas aimed at 
the production of nature are expanded and, in addition, 
contribute to the environment of grassland, bushes, 
savannahs and forests of ñandubay.

CLT is a nonprofit foundation aimed at the conservation of 
biodiversity in Argentina and Chile, countries where it has 

VIII. GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS IN SHORT TERMS: WORKING WITH NGOs

donated and created several national parks. In Argentina, 
it expanded the Perito Moreno National Park, donated land 
to create the Monte Leon National Park and co-worked at 
the creation of the El Impenetrable National Park, in Chaco. 
In Iberá, as well as managing and producing nature in its 
lands, it works in restoration, hunting control (along with 
the Directorate of Parks and Reserves and APN), training of 
local people, generation of infrastructure for public use in a 
number of portals, community work and reintroduction of 
extinct species. It has donated 150,000 hectares to the State 
which, together with the 550,000 of the Iberá Provincial 
Park, form the Great Iberá Park.

The Flora and Fauna Argentina Foundation was created in 
order to receive donations to expand the protected areas of 
Argentina and to work in the recovery of endangered species. 
In Iberá, it works with CLT in the reintroduction project of 
pampas deer, in addition to caring and producing nature 
in their lands and working with the communities with the 
firm goal of promoting local entrepreneurs. It is currently 
working on the expansion of the Patagonia National Park 
in the province of Santa Cruz. It promotes other national 
parks (in Tucumán and Córdoba) and marine parks.

CWT is an organization created by Colette family, which 

was joined by neighbors from Ituzaingó who work on the 
conservation of endangered species. In Iberá, it focuses on the 
recovery of the bare-faced curassow in the Cambyretá area.

There are other foundations working as well: “Yeta-pa” is 
focused on training and promoting local development 
based on production of nature mainly in Concepción; 

“Iberá” was founded in Mercedes to help strengthen the 
Iberá Natural Reserve; “Naturaleza para el Futuro” (Nature 
for the Future) has worked together with the government 

of Corrientes contributing with technicians and knowledge 
for the construction of interpretation centers planned by the 
Ministry of Tourism of Corrientes. In addition, there are other 
national and international NGOs, such as “Manos Verdes” 
(Green Hands), Wildlife Foundation, “Aves Argentinas” 
(Argentinean Birds), Habitat and Development, Biodiversity 
Foundation, and “Tierra sin Mal” (Land Without Evil), among 
others, which have specific projects in cooperation with 
municipalities, private land owners and Conicet researchers, 
where they generate synergies with the State.
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Concepción del Yaguareté Corá is a Corrientes inland 
town of 5,000 inhabitants, founded more than 200 years 
ago, cradle of small farmers and cattle farmers and with a 
privileged access to Iberá. Over time, this town has been 
losing its prominence and also its young population due to 
lack of opportunities.

In 2009, a group of people from the community began 
working to add value to natural, cultural and historical 
resources, and empower human capital. In 2010, a policy 
of the Government of Corrientes was issued where 
tourism started to be taken as a primary object and thus 
a stage of community awareness began using participatory 

methodologies that resulted in a Strategic Ecotourism Plan 
for Concepción del Yaguareté Corá.

In this process, people from Concepción could recover 
their identity recognizing urban architectural heritage and 
traditional activities in a privileged natural environment, 
including the “mencho” (native farmer), the horse, the 
chamamé folkloric music and folk dances, the traditional 
gastronomy and handicrafts.

In this way, the following ecotourist products and services 
were established: trails and routes over the lakes, streams and 
rivers; circuits for watching flora and fauna; an interpretation 

The case of Concepción del Yaguareté Corá

Concepción is one of the access portals of the Iberá 
Wetlands when traveling from Corrientes Capital 
City or from the Mburucuyá National Park.

center in Iberá; the historical Museum Manuel Belgrano; the 
Museum for Children, La Pilarcita; the Museum of rural men 
(Ñandereco); the public transportation station; the Rural 
Worker Fest; tourist accommodations; the development 
of crafts in vegetable fibers and the first Association of 
Authorized Local Guides. Bays and infrastructure were also 
built in towns with a typical style allowing tourists to camp 
at homes made of “piri” (a kind of aquatic plant), or simply 
rest and know the typical customs of the area.

Presently, work is being done on the elaboration of new 
campsites on the Lake and many other works that will 
impact positively on the lives of the Concepción people.

Thanks to this work where the community gets involved,  
residents have discovered that they have “assets” that allow 
them to generate revenues. One of them is their homes to 
provide accommodation to tourists, and another is their 
gastronomy capacity that they have been developing over time.

The experience in Concepción has ended in a very rewarding 
process: it awakened great enthusiasm in the community 
that participated in training on ecotourism and on the 
importance of maintaining the traditional aesthetic of 
the town, using local materials for the construction and 
decoration.

In 2017, COMTUR (the Municipal Board of Tourism) 
was created, which is an advisory body that took the first 
step towards its institutionalization with a strong look at 
ecotourism.

Concepción is one of the only places where tourists can learn 
about the traditional activities of the wetland people and 
appreciate their clothing and customs. At the same time, it 
is a town with a great historical legacy for the presence of 
General Manuel Belgrano in 1810 and the Tacuarí Drum, 
which symbolizes the heroism and commitment for the 
country.

In this process, the role of the municipality, its team work, 
the coordination with the Provincial Government and 
the foundations involved were key to turn ecotourism 
into a model of real development. Today we are working 
to complement the tourist offer of Concepción with the 
municipalities of Mburucuyá and San Miguel.
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In the framework of this developmental model which 
appreciates culture and the biodiversity of the towns, 
the Provincial Government is creating new ecotourist 
destinations. At this first stage, the work is focused on the 
communities around the Great Iberá Park and it aims to 
enhance the existing resources (nature, history, culture) 
and to bring new resources such as infrastructure, training 
and investments.

This land policy is already having concrete results: 
increased flow of tourists in the region, new entrepreneurs, 
consolidation of local guides associations, artisans’ 
associations, investments on private hotel and enhancement 
of the municipal capacities.

The provincial government is interested in replicating this 
experience in other municipalities and territories; therefore, 
it discusses how to institutionalize concepts, processes, 
and used methodology. In this sense, an Institute needs 
to be created in the short term, which will focus on the 
development of the territories that stand out for their 
biodiversity and cultural wealth, in order to position them 
as provincial ecotourist destinations and to generate new 
economic activity, employment and better quality of life for 
their inhabitants. The first step on this road has been the 
creation of the Iberá Committee (formed by members of 
the provincial government, one member of CLT and one of 
Yetapá Foundation), which works with a vision of Iberá as 

a whole. In that sense, it considers inhabitants and tourists, 
where improvements are evaluated regarding quality of life, 
road infrastructure, education, energy, waste and water 
treatment, research and interpretation centers, museums 
and cultural spaces, promotional material, communication 
strategies and every aspect required to grow under a view 
of sustainable development in the long run. The Committee 
drew up the Master Plan of the Iberá Development, asked 
by the National Ministry of Tourism, where the people in 
the region were categorized according to their proximity 
and relationship with Iberá, as detailed on page 24 of this 
publication.

Both the Committee and the Master Plan of Iberá have been 
approved by Provincial Decree in December 2016.

The local development model to be driven by the Institute 
will be the one being implemented thanks to the presence 
of the Great Iberá Park: enhancing the existing resources in 
the territory such as biodiversity, culture, entrepreneurship 
capacity of communities and institutions, plus the leadership 
of the municipality. At the same time, it will attract 
new resources: ecotourism activity, private and public 
investment, knowledge and best practices on the matter, 
training and technical assistance. Finally, the Institute will 
work on the promotion of social capital in the community as 
a necessary element to generate a process of successful local 
development, which will be sustained over time.

IX. PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE
The Government of Corrientes is 

interested in replicating this model 
of local development in other parts 

of the province, where it will also 
provide advice and resources based 
on what they have learned in Iberá.

5150



Great Iberá Park Great Iberá Park Single Values of IberáSingle Values of Iberá

Single Values of Iberá
Part II

The Great Iberá Park covers a high diversity of landscapes, each with its particular flora and fauna, 
resulting in the rise of unique cultural practices, generating an identity of the wetlands people. In addition 
to their intrinsic value, this diversity makes Iberá an attractive site for multiple visits.
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The multiple landscapes allow to live different experiences 
in nature, according to the visitor’s preference.

2.1 Discovering the multiple landscapes of Iberá

The landscapes of Iberá have an intimate relationship with 
the passage of the Paraná river a few thousand years ago.

This huge river, in its erratic wandering across Corrientes, 
has been slowly digging that low land that we know today 
as Iberá Wetlands. It has deepened more by the Eastern and 
Southern margin, since water was contained by a hill due to 
a geological fault and it has dumped sand as cords or hills 
through the Western and Northern margin.

In order to imagine the process, we should view the current 
landscape of Paraná River opposite Empedrado and then 
think about how this place would look like without the water 
of the river. Then we should imagine rain covering the low 
land, grasses sprouting on sand banks and “fast-forward the 

film” about ten thousand years towards Iberá today. Each 
small hill, each deep pool, each ravine is lived and colonized 
differently, forming the basis for a different landscape 
despite the poor relief.

At first glance, the landscape of Iberá is not particularly 
impressive due to its apparent flatness. Only after climbing a 
tree or carefully watching satellite images it may be noticed 
that it is not entirely uniform. With a trained eye, the yellow, 
ocher and green tones help to distinguish the boundaries 
between the “embalsados” (floating islands), wetlands, 
marshlands, dry grasslands, “malezales” or f looded 
grasslands, caranday palm groves, yatay palm groves, 
gallery forests and dry and wet forests, can be perceived. 
This is how the main landscapes can be discovered.
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These are floating vegetation that grow 
on a soil formed by decomposing 
plants and interlacing roots, which 
at times get open and result in water 
mirrors. These floating masses contain 
a very rich diversity of species, where 
carnivorous plants, ferns, totora and 
even large trees can be found. In times 
of drought, the floating islands touch 
the bottom cutting off the flow of water; 
when the water levels rise again, the 
islands lift from the ground and split, 
giving rise to numerous streams.

Lakes and Floating Islands
(Embalsados)

In flooded and low-depth areas,the soil 
allows the growth of piris, reed, huajo 
herb, cattail or bulrushes, forming large 
masses of impassable vegetation of one 
to two meters high, which are called 
cañadas, or glens. In even more shallow 
waters, where the floor is only flooded 
every now and then, green and short 
grasses mixed with succulent plants 
grow. Cattle are very tempted by the 
marshlands because of the very tender 
and palatable grass that grows on it.

Glens and Marshland

They are located throughout the sandy 
hills dumped by the Paraná river in 
its old way through the center of the 
province. This ‘sea of grasses’ is only 
broken by the appearance of an isolated 
little forest or small round lakes that 
usually contain mass of f loating 
water weeds. Reddish grasses around 
a meter and a half tall are known as 
paja colorada or broomsedge, while 
the lower and grey grasses growing on 
sandy elevations that never flood are 
known as espartillos or wiregrass.

Grasslands 
and Round Lakes

These are dry forests which grow 
continuously in some places. Where 
the tree tops do not come into contact 
with each other they grow rather like 
savannahs. The predominant species 
is Ñandubay, a type of carob from the 
espinal ecoregion (or savannah-like) in 
Entre Rios, while near the coast of the 
wetlands, it is intermingled with more 
typical species from the gallery forests 
and Caranday palms (so characteristic 
of clayey soils that flood).

Forests and Sacannahs 
of Ñandubay

At first glance, they look like broomsedge 
grasslands, but the one who tries to 
explore them will notice right away 
that the soil is highly irregular, like 
a computer board. Between ‘key and 
key’, water is collected allowing the 
emergence of aquatic plants and grasses. 
There are no lakes or trees that can grow 
in these clayey and flooded soils.

Forests and Gallery Forests

The climate in Northern Corrientes 
favors the formation of forests, or 
rainforests, but there are a few areas 
with well-drained soils in Iberá to let 
them survive. This is why woods and 
forests do not grow here continuously, 
but they form small patches of trees 
scattered along the horizon or galleries 
that grow with temporary streams, 
interrupting from East to South the 
higher lands of Iberá. The areas with 
more extensive vegetation are located 
in the Northwest corner of Iberá, on 
the sandy hills. The most diverse gallery 
forests are in Payubre brook, at the 
Southeast end.

Mass of Weeds 
(Malezales)
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In recent decades, the advances in 
the agricultural frontier have added 
a new landscape, including Pine and, 
to a lesser extent, Eucalyptus forests. 
Just like every industrially designed 
landscape, it is very organized, neat, 
simple and monotonous. The planted 
species are exotic and wildlife do not 
usually adapt to these new conditions, 
which results in green deserts. This 
landscape is expanding rapidly on the 
sandy hills of the West, the sandbars 
entering from the North and on the 
Northeastern higher lands, acting like 
a perimeter belt.

Agroforestry Landscapes

The yatay poñi form pygmy palm 
forests that rise slightly through the tall 
grasses on the sandy hills. While they 
may grow up to three meters, they do 
not usually exceed one and a half. Over 
hundreds of years, they still tend to be 
overrun by jungle trees which replace 
this palm grove landscape for that of 
a forest. On the other side, Caranday 
palm groves grow in poor and clayey 
soils because they are adapted to 
survive in water. However, they don’t 
live as long as Yatay palms.

Yatay Poñi 
and Caranday Palm Groves

The entire Iberá drains through this 
f lat-land river that, on its course, 
dumps sand carried from the upriver. 
The fluctuating water level does not 
allow for too much vegetation to 
grow or for a specific community to 
dominate. Therefore, Corriente river 
at times seems a lake, a marshland or 
a grassland in between the sandy banks 
that give this versatile look.

Corriente River and Its 
Sandbars
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Each municipality may offer an experience according to the landscapes 
which define them and the level of adventure tourists demand.
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Apart from the classic wet environment, Iberá 
is a great refuge for the fauna of grasslands 
that are well preserved inside the Great Iberá 
Park and private neighboring reserves.

The Iberá Wetlands represent a unique site for wildlife in 
Argentina. Its large extensions of wild environments, such as 
lakes, rivers, wetlands, marshlands, grasslands, savannahs, 
forests, gallery forests, palm groves and submerged meadows, 
alternate in different proportions and surprise with amazing 
different landscapes.

One of the main features of Iberá is that it serves as a meeting 
place with different ecosystems that come from neighboring 
regions, which is the case of the Paraná jungles in the North, 
the Chaco forests in the West, the savannah and low bushes of 
the South espinal ecoregion, and the well drained or flooded 
grasslands that come from the Pampa areas and lands.

These typical environments from other regions seen in Iberá 
also include floating islands, lakes and marshlands. This 
diversity of landscapes enables the development of a wide 
variety of fauna and flora, although unfortunately some of 
its original species were exterminated by hunting and their 
habitats were destroyed during the last century.

Iberá is currently famous for its great diversity and abundance 
of species of aquatic environments and grasslands. Striking 
birds stand out within the first group, such as herons, storks, 
ducks, chajá (screamer), spoonbills, kingfishers, cormorants, 
anhingas, jacanas, rails, shorebirds and flamingos.

2.2 The richness of wildlife
In these wetlands, there is a large population of yacarés, 
capibaras, river otters, and even the biggest population of 
marsh deer.

At a water level, the submerged meadows are a unique 
atmosphere and are basically over Carambolita brook, at 
the mouth of the lakes and the headwaters of Corriente 
river. The variety of fish and invertebrates that shelter in 
the long stems of plants rooted at the bottom, as water 
hyacinth, pursley and cabomba, exceeds one hundred with 
the dorado (river tiger) standing out. All this typical fauna 
of aquatic environments, which is very easy to see, gives a 
first impression to Iberá visitors.

However, Iberá is distinguished by being a great shelter 
of grassland fauna as these environments are particularly 
well preserved in some sectors of the Great Iberá Park 
and the private reserves that surround it. Thus, it’s easy to 
see rare bird species in the area, such as estrildid finches, 
monjitas, ochre breasted pipit and the threatened strange-
tailed tyrant, that surely has the largest world population 
in the area. Besides, Iberá holds a significant population 
of the mysterious aguará guazú (maned wolf) and the 
largest nucleus of pampas deer of the Northern Argentina 
takes refuge in the private neighboring region of Aguapey. 

Through a successful reintroduction project this rare deer, 
characteristic of well-preserved grasslands, has returned to 
the San Alonso hill located deep in Iberá. The same thing 
has happened with the giant anteater or yurumí, which 
already has some restored populations in the area of Rincón 
del Socorro and San Alonso island. Another animal that 
gives life to the pastures of the region is the rhea.

The less well-known espinal of Iberá, holds some striking 
species, as yellow cardinal, crowned eagle, Chaco chachalaca, 
purple plush-crested jay, red brocket and vizcacha. Finally, 
the least known and least appreciated environment of Iberá 
is the forest where one can still see toucans, parrots, lineated 
woodpecker, white winged becard, chestnut-backed tanager 
and howler monkey. This kind of jungle, which was never 
abundant in the area, has experienced the greatest loss 
of native wildlife species, like green-winged macaw and 
bared-faced curassow among birds, and the tapir, collared 
peccary and ocelot among mammals. Recovering the 
ecologic integrity of the jungles and forests of Iberá through 
reintroduction and conservation projects is one of the most 
important tasks to be met by this region so that it achieves 
its maximum environmental and productive splendor.
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The less promoted environmental tourism in Iberá is the jungle. In spite of sustaining toucans, woodpeckers, and 
monkeys, it was impoverished by the extraction of hardwoods, the flooding of the gallery forests next to the Paraná 
river and the extinction of species that used to disperse fruits, such as the green-winged macaw and the bared-
faced curassow. The same thing happened with large mammals, such as the tapir, the anteater, and the jaguar that 
used to live here, so it is essential to support the projects on restoration and preservation of native wildlife.
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In addition to protecting nature, the development proposal 
through the Great Iberá Park aims to enhance its culture 
with its meals, music and traditional clothing.

2.3 The wetlands culture
The typical image of Iberá is a man immersed in a vast 
extension of floating islands and where the water is the 
common denominator. Water that generates multiple 
landscapes when combined with small land ripples that hold 
or drain it. Water that makes it difficult to access but changes 
people, modeling their practices and customs, transforming 
them into expert riders and canoeists.

Iberá is the shelter of a culture crossed by water, but also 
a convergence of historical circumstances which attracted 
people with knowledge, beliefs and behavioral patterns 
taken from the Jesuit missions, from the criollos with 
colonial customs, from English leather merchants and from 
some untamed spirits that had to reinvent themselves to 
survive in such a peculiar geography.

The culture of what we know today as ibereña, may be 
described as of the way of being and living of the people 
located inside the basin, in places as diverse as the islands 
of Yahaveré, Ñupi, Carambola, and the towns of Loreto, San 
Miguel, Concepción or Pellegrini.

Also, from those who live in places located on the shores of 
the wetlands, as in Payubre, Tacuaral, Boquerón, Capivarí, 
Galarza, Montaña, Capilla or Tacuarita on Route 22, to 
name a few.

If we understand culture as a network of interactions, forms 
and expressions of a society, in order to describe the Iberá 
culture, we have to describe their houses, crafts, rituals, 
clothing, food, language, ideas and symbols, and how they 
have varied over time.

The interest of this effort consists in reappreciating and 
preserving the aspects that make Iberá unique, like 
recovering what has been lost with the migration to urban 
centers. We must also consider the influx of foreign customs 
through the media and the pressure of a global market, so 
that Corrientes and Iberá never change. Above all this, we 
must remember what makes us unique.
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Iberá is the geographical heart of Corrientes Province and, 
somehow, it also represents the cultural heart of “being 
Corrientes”. This immense and original wetland features 
one of the most important natural heritages of the world 
and an identity marked by a Guaraní past, crossbred by the 
Spanish presence and the great Jesuit influence.

Before the arrival of the Spaniards, Iberá was occupied by 
indigenous people. Then it became a border area which de-
limited naturally the territory occupied by the Spaniards 
at the North and by the Jesuit reductions on the coast of 
the Uruguay river.

After the Jesuits were forced to leave and when neighboring 
villages began to attack, part of the missionary Guaraní peo-
ple took refuge on the banks of Iberá and, after a consensus 
where they decided to belong to the province of Corrientes, 
they founded the towns of San Miguel and Loreto. Many 
of these men found work in the stays of the Spaniards and 
the Creole, which gave rise to menchos, who became prized 
employees due to their loyalty to their patrón (employer), 
their special knowledge of nature and skills in rural tasks 
(because they came from the old Jesuit stays).

I. THE “MENCHO” ARISES

Menchos herding cattle 
in Iberá.

The Mencho’s ability to perform rural tasks is well-known 
throughout the country. It’s important to re-appreciate 

it and enrich this ecotourist proposal.
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Due to their deep understanding of the wetlands, many former 
mariscadores-hunters today are expert park rangers and tourist guides.

Some people did not accept being absorbed by a foreign 
culture and they moved to the depths of this water system 
to recreate their previous life of hunter-gatherer, giving rise 
to the appearance of the figure of the mariscador. 

The mariscador had a nomadic and independent life, 
dedicated to hunting and fishing as a means of livelihood 
and had sporadic contact with villages, which favored the 
maintenance of the Guaraní language and customs. These 
Iberá men knew better than anyone the lake territory where 
they moved through punting poles. They also achieved a 
deep understanding of the behavior of animals in the area, 
which they hunted only with the help of a machete and a 
spiked stick.

The mariscador activity, which initially intended a self-
supply, later, and due to the international value of furs and 
exotic feathers, became a strong commercial exchange 
between the mariscador and collectors, who “paid” skins 
with goods and almost never money. This economic 
movement generated “collection points” in some places, 
which often also functioned as supply stores.

Today, the Iberá man maintains some traditions, such as the 
use of punting poles and horses, without which moving to 
some areas would be just impossible. Another feature are the 
barefoot, which in many occasions are followed by spurs and 
chaps. This has been wrongly taken as a sign of poverty when 
in fact implies an excellent adaptation to the environment, 
since most of the time their feet are in the water.

When the Iberá Natural Reserve was created in 1983 and 
hunting was banned, these expert mariscadores were called 
to become park rangers and use their knowledge on the 
wetlands to preserve it. Today, they are the main guardians 
of nature.

II. THE “MARISCADOR”: THE WETLANDS HUNTER

A mariscador sailing 
on a punting pole.
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The vernacular architecture of Corrientes has an undeniable 
Guaraní influence, where tekoá, rather than a town, is the 
place where local people can develop and relate to others. 
Teko means “to be” and á “place”, hence we can translate 
it as ‘place to be’.

This influence is still visible in the housing of Corrientes, 
where there is a unique space of family coexistence—not 
very big— and a spacious yard or semi-covered place, where 
cooking, eating and sharing are carried out.

A characteristic typology of the area is the so-called ku-láta 
jiovai, consisting of a partially covered central space which 
is used as a dining room or living room, and is closed by 
two encountered rooms.

The influence of colonial architecture gave rise to galleries 
or corridors for climate protection and also as meeting 
and gathering areas. These houses are also characterized 
by having no-load-bearing walls. 

These walls are only used for enclosure purposes since the 
roofs are supported by medium-sized timber. They are 
usually made of clay, with a system called “estanteo”, or 
made of reed in the Northwest, where the soil is more sandy.

Inside the gabled roofs, so characteristic of Iberá housing, 
the most frequent are made from jayahpe or reeds, or tiles 
made with Palm. In the towns, the “thigh” tiles were more 
popular (for being molded over their thighs) and later they 
used the Spanish or French tiles.

III. A PLACE TO LIVE AND SHARE

A typical house in Corrientes has walls of 
mud and roofs of broomsedge, with a big 
yard that works as a meeting space.

The yard or patio is still today a very important place in 
this type of houses, generally just a dirt floor with no lawn 
(due to the constant sweeping, hoeing and daily use) and 
the heavy shadow lavished from surrounding trees. It is 
also the place where the family chapels are built in honor 
of a worshiped saint. These chapels usually receive more 
care than the rest of the house because it is here where the 
most precious religious images are kept, many of which are 
inherited from the Jesuit reductions.

In some towns of Iberá, even in the more remote places, this 
building style is changing—in its typology or materials—
to another with little or no identity, and inadequate for 
the climate of Corrientes. Such is the case of “tongue and 
groove” paneling constructions, or timber industry discards, 
or hollow bricks.

Keeping the use of local and traditional materials 
is a way of protecting the identity, a characteristic 
that is very appreciated by visitors seeking authentic 
experiences in the culture of the place.
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In Corrientes, there is always a reason to 
celebrate. This is why locals have experience in 
being good hosts and in preparing great meals 

on time, thus facilitating their reconversion 
to the provision of tourist services

In Corrientes, each town has its own celebration. Patron 
Saint festivals, celebrations in small altars in honor of a 
devoted saint, folk tradition festivities, the yerra, the har-
vest, the day of the Holy Innocents... Expected by everybody, 
these events carry a number of tasks which involve painting 
the chapels and houses; making collections and donations to 
enable locals and outsiders to eat and dance for free; dress-
ing up the horse with the best accessories; prepare offerings 
to the Saints and, of course, booking holidays and vacations 
for those days, so that nothing interrupts the celebration.

These events often carry much of the earnings of the year, 
which again evidences the presence of the Guaraní culture 
in Iberá, which downplays materialism since it is based on 

IV. CELEBRATING THE PRESENT

the idea that “the future” doesn’t exist, but “today” is the 
present where one should live, celebrate, share and strength-
en family ties. An analogy perhaps with the attitude of the 
missionary Guaraní people is that, after the expulsion of 
the Jesuits and the attacks suffered by neighboring towns, 
they migrated to Corrientes in long pilgrimages carrying 
their religious images and music.

The images of the Virgin and Saints have led 
the processions of the reduced Guarani who 

migrated to Corrientes. For the towns of San 
Miguel and Loreto in particular, these relics have 

a spiritual and deep historic importance for being 
intimately linked to their Jesuit-Guarani origins.
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Guaraní language prevails in Iberá. This is reflected in the 
very name of this ecosystem and in most used place names, 
which describes synthetically, practically and poetically 
these places. For example, tacuaral guazú (large Tacuara 
forest) or the use of the word cué (old) after a proper name, to 
say that Martin, Juan, or Silvero Family lived there long ago. 

V. GUARANÍ, A LIVING LANGUAGE

The same happens with yberá, which means “shining water”.

The language kept alive, in part, due to the geographical 
isolation of the area. However the Guaraní was in danger of 
disappearing decades ago since it had not been used for years 
with the argument that disturbed the Castilian Spanish 
acquisition and, as a result, some generations didn’t learn 
it. In 2004, the Provincial Law No. 5.598 was passed, which 
established Guaraní as an alternative official language in the 
province and incorporated it into the levels of the education 
system. Thanks to this reappreciation of the language policy, 
today there is a generation that currently speaks it.

After being almost in danger of extinction, 
today Guaraní is a revalued and reused 
language at school: another link in 
the care of Corrientes identity.

Their clothing, food and music make 
to the way of life in the wetlands. 
Respecting and enhancing traditions 
not only strengthens our identity, but 
it also helps bring new generations to 
concepts that are even unknown.
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Embroidery of bombachas de 
campo (gaucho’s typical trausers)

Floorcloth knittingEsparto grass basketry Woolen yarn

Perhaps not to hide the beauty and exuberance of the 
landscape, the traditional craftsmanship in Corrientes 
boasts a nearly monochrome elegance, and it generally has 
a utilitarian purpose which adapts shapes and materials to 
what they will be used for.

Here the chairs are lower to be closer to the fire (giving 
rise to the now popular matera chairs for drinking mate 
infusion with a straw) and kettles are flattened so they are 
easily transported under the calchas, or riding garments 
of a cattle driver.

The natural materials that are generally used for these 
handcrafts are not stained and their shapes are simple, often 
geometric and with little ornamentation.

A good example of this is the traditional Esparto grass, Palm 
and Isipo basketry which are sometimes combined with 
other materials, like leather. The local braiding or hand-
spun wool works have a color palette including cream, beige, 
brown and black.

VI. THE SUBTLE BEAUTY OF CRAFTMANSHIP

Hand-woven crafts Stirrup leathers

These knitting, particularly in the Northwest region of the 
wetlands, have Guaraní characteristics and although the 
material used was brought by the Spaniards, the vertical 
looms used for weaving floorcloths, small rugs or blankets 
are Guaraní. However, in the South of the province, in 
Mercedes and other towns, more complex looms can be 
found, with a more European style brought to the area from 
the Jesuit missions at the shore of the Uruguay river.

Almost extinct throughout the area is the technique of the 
lace, such as ñandutí, filete or malla correntina. Inspired 

by those brought from Europe, these laces were given their 
own particular nuances by incorporating tools and design 
patterns from the surroundings and the particular creativity 
of the crafter. For example, passion fruit flowers used to be a 
motif widely used in this kind of work. Rarely found in the 
remote areas of Iberá, these techniques were well known in 
towns like Concepción. By contrast, the Guaraní ceramics 
completely disappeared, even though fragments found in 
the depth of Iberá evidence that it was a technique frequently 
used by early settlers in the area.

Flattened kettle Leather straps crafts
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As opposed to the monochromatic palette in crafts, an 
explosion of color and ornaments is seen in men’s traditional 
wear. 

Men in Iberá live in a close relationship with nature and 
seem to have a biological clock in synchrony with it. Just 
like birds where the male is more colorful to attract the 
attention of females, Iberá menchos adorn their clothing 
with embroidery and colors that always attract attention, 
while women’s clothes are less striking. Nonetheless, women 
have a fundamental role in male attire since they are the 
ones who make it happen.

Work clothes include guardamontes, or leathers on both 
sides of the horse, brightly colored chaps, wide belts, 
cummerbunds, wide-brimmed hats and scarves. The 
bombachas worn for special occasions are colorful, broad 
and ornamented with embroidery, often matching the 
corralera (jacket).

Flowers and initials are usually the designs used on these 
embroideries, although horses or religious images or even 
the literal reference to their homeland, strengthening the 
bond between man and his surroundings are often used 
as well.

The hat is always wide-brimmed. Felt ones became popular 
during the 50s, but the classic hats from Corrientes are 
actually made of Palm and sewn by hand. An item always 
present with the clothes is the knife carried at the waist 
together with the chaira (sharpener); both items are essential 
to work in rural areas. Traditional vests and pullovers made 
of hand-spun wool and knitted with two needles keep the 
countrymen warm.

VII. CLOTHING: MEN LIKE BIRDS

As opposed to womeń s clothing which is rather 
discreet, meń s clothing boast bright colors, just like the 
plumage of male birds when trying to charm females.

Men always carry
a knife.

The use of color in Corrientes has symbolic connotations as 
it often reveals which political party the wearer favors, or 
which saint he/she is devoted to. This feature is especially 
important in scarves, which were once also worn to protect 
the neck from the edge of a knife.

Iberá does not escape the processes of globalization nor its 
consequences. Improved communications and information 
accessibility bring the risk of prioritizing the foreign over 
the local, assuming it is better. This happened with the 
woman’s dress, which has become a faithful copy of the 
city clothing regardless of whether it was suitable for the 
climate, geography or the characteristics of Iberá.

The typical woman’s dress, currently only used for folk 
dances or special events, includes a wide frilly skirt and 
blouse or a dress with sleeves and a bodice adorned by 
ribbons or lace. In either case, flowery patterns, are an 
essential part of the garment. A scarf or shawl made with 
the loom or crocheted with raw wool is used for warmth, 
and for the feet: alpargatas.

Women still wear their hair long, though not as often as 
they used to. The traditional way was braiding it and tying 
the braids with ribbons.

For men the most significant change from traditionalists 
is the replacement of scarves by ties or in the decorations 
on bombachas and jackets, which used to be manually 
embroidered, but are now machine made or painted. 
Also, as a consequence of industrial production, the mass 
distribution of cultural icons from other regions of the 
country, such as the Pampa design, are also used.
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The local cuisine has clear Guaraní roots which are slightly 
mixed with a Moorish Spanish influence. As is usual in the 
towns that migrate and interbreed, outward items, such 
as clothing, quickly change to help integration. On the 
contrary, food recipes are preserved since they are kept in 
the privacy of family homes.

The food from Iberá is based on sweet potato, cassava, corn, 
beans and squash, as well as other ingredients, which were 
brought to the area by the Jesuits or Creoles, such as beef, 
milk and cheese. Also bitter oranges, guavas and papaya 
are used for making sweets.

Some of these ingredients are typical of the local culture, 

which replaced others brought by the Spaniards, like wheat 
flour for bread. Cassava starch or corn flour were used for 
all sorts of chipás (cheese buns), and bakery, which lead 
to wheat flour becoming very valuable, often paid for with 
hides to a collector who offered it in the islands and remote 
areas. Fire wood is scarce, so wood furnaces in northwestern 
Iberá are rare although they can be found in areas closer 
to the espinillar (Espinillo forest). The best known cooking 
methods are: mbocá (barbecued over embers); chirirí (fried) 
or mbychi (under the ashes).

Because of the risk of the house catching fire, the food 
preparation areas are usually separated from the main house, 
a feature seen in several stays around the area.

VIII. GASTRONOMY WITH A GUARANÍ STAMP

Grilled bovine meatCassava StarchLocal cheese Making cheese

The estrebe is an essential element which is used to support 
pots and kettles over a fire avoiding direct contact with it. 
Another crucial element in the kitchens of Corrientes is the 
mortar, usually used to grind corn for locros and porridges 
or to prepare the flour for other meals.

Typical dishes are vanishing since family orchards are slowly 
disappearing and, as a consequence, it is hard to find the 
proper ingredients for them, causing not only a loss of 
identity, but also a reduction in the quality of food since the 
current diet is greatly reduced to the diversity of its products.

It would be interesting to consider a recovery of these 
orchards for own consumption or for small-scale commercial 
purposes to improve the food quality for both residents and 
tourists, preserving traditional recipes and creating new 
ones adapted to a new public.

Favoring local development through responsible tourism 
implies not only avoiding activities which have a negative 
impact on the environment, but also respecting the local 
culture and tradition. It’s simple: the value and attractiveness 
of a tourist destination increases if it can guarantee nature 
and culture in its purest state without it being artificially 
staged.

Chipá quesú: a kind of dough made of cassava 
starch with local cheese.

Chipá de maíz: similar to chipá quesú, but made of 
corn flour.

Mbeyú: similar preparation to chipá de maíz, but 
cooked with a pan in a tortilla shape.

Mbaypu: stew made of corn flour, beef or chicken, 
and cheese.

Quibebe: mashed pumpkin and cheese.

Charque: a kind of jerky or salted meat used for 
several dishes.

Chastaca: charque grounded in a mortar with 
scrambled eggs.

Asado Chirirí: meat cooked with a pot and with its 
own fat.Pastelitos de queso dulce: sweet small pie 
filled with grated local cheese, sugar and orange/
lemon peel.

Rosquetes de almidón: complex preparation, made 
of cassava starch that is aired and later baked.

Dulce de maní: made of panuts, milk and sugar. 

Pororó: popcorn.

Typical Dishes
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In Corrientes, people are naturally musical and, although 
they are unable to read or write music, they still manage 
to compose and play by ear. Here, the 
notes are motivos that are repeated 
and combined by the compuestero 
(composer) to create melodies of what 
we now call chamamé.

The typical melodies of this area were 
created from the slow mixing up of 
music played during the religious 
ceremonies of the Guaraní people who 
prayed while dancing, and the ones 
introduced by the Jesuits who prayed 
while singing. From the thirty Jesuit 
towns, Yapeyú stood out because of its 
choir and its talented musicians, many 
of whom took their instruments and their talent to other 
parts of the territory of Corrientes after the missionaries 
were expelled.

IX. CORRIENTES IS MUSIC

Chamamé was born in rural areas and spread from there 
to towns and cities, which is the opposite of what usually 

happens. The relationship of this music 
dance with nature is straightforward 
as, still today, these dances usually 
take place outdoors, protected by 
an enramada. Nature is a source of 
inspiration for musicians too, not only 
for the melodies but also for the lyrics. 
Proof of this is the myriad of topics 
related to the landscape or the Iberá 
culture as seen in “Cañada Fragosa”, 

“Yo voy Mariscando”, “Yarará” “Valdez 
Carpinchero”, “El Yaguarete” or even 
the “Chamamé of the Esteros”, by Mario 
Bofill, that begins by saying:

”I have a cute house / in the middle of 
the wetlands / where the calandra sings / and the lapwing 
wakes you up.”

The Government of Corrientes has passed the Chamamé Law, which aims at spreading 
it as a music genre and promoting artists. At the same time, the Culture Institute 

of the Province has created a program called “Chamamé goes to school.”
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Religion plays an important role in the life of the inhabitants 
of Iberá, taking characteristic distinctions as it’s seen in the 
rest of Corrientes.

Devotion to saints and especially to religious images took 
root easily in the Guaraní people, since the strategy of the 
Jesuits was not the conversion of the Tupí Guaraní religion 
but a substitution, giving new meaning 
to the original content. An example 
of this is the slight replacement of the 
Tierra sin mal (land without evil) by 
the pursuit of heaven and eternal life, 
or the cult to the dead by the worship 
of saints.

In the saints calendar of the area, the 
most venerated is the image of the 
Virgin Mary under different names: 
Itatí, Immaculate Conception, Loreto, 
Rosary and Lourdes. There is also 
room for other saints which were 
canonized by the people but not by the Church.

Within the saints not officially recognized by the Catholic 
Church, the most prominent are the gaucho Antonio Gil 
or gaucho Lega, Saint Anthony, Saint Baltasar, and Saint 
Anthony Mary, who is said could heal people with water 
from the wetlands and who, pursued by justice, was killed 

X. A VARIED RELIGIOSITY

in the island of San Alonso. Also seen in the area is the 
devotion to the Pilarcita, a girl spontaneously sanctified by 
the inhabitants of the area of Concepción who leave their 
dolls as offerings and whose followers grow every year.

Processions are a tradition especially linked to the 
Northwestern parts of Iberá. Often devotees move from 

one town to another on horseback 
or in carriages carrying religious or 
parish images to visit the honored 
Patron Saint.

Another custom linked to religion that 
adds liveliness to the towns are the 
family chapels built in honor of a saint 
or virgin who the family is devoted to. 
In Concepción del Yaguareté Corá, 
this is particularly remarkable due 
to the more than 45 chapels in which 
faith is placed and where the day of the 
saint is celebrated feasting with great 

joy, only after having dutifully prayed a novena.

The musician and author Pocho Roch illustrates it this way: 
“Pilgrim of Corrientes Virgin / When the sun wakes up on 
the hills / Saint Louis travels on their shoulders / Caravan of 
carriages... canopy and wheels.”

Payé is a Guaraní word which describes a sort of enchantment 
casted for different purposes. The expression “Corrientes has 
payé” is now used to imply that the charm in these territories 
will always make visitors yearn to return or will make them 
unable to leave.

This metaphor illustrates the magical thinking of the people 
of Corrientes, but in particular of the people of Iberá:

• The shot of cane spirit with rue on the first day of August 
to prevent the diseases that this month, the coldest in 
Corrientes, may bring.

• The great feeding feast of Karaí in October to counter food 
shortages of the assumed most difficult month of the year.

XI. CORRIENTES HAS “PAYÉ”

• The Pombero (seen during siesta) is at the top of the list 
of regular “apparitions” in Iberá; also the Kurupy chasing 
Guaynas or young women; the Yaguá hú (werewolf), the 
Luz mala (evil light) of a tormented soul or the Yaguareté 
Abá, half jaguar and half man.

“Sympathy” healing is also common and, even if a hospital 
or emergency room may be nearby, they still have the habit 
of visiting healers who specialize in indigestion, the “evil 
eye” and many other “aches and pains”.

According to Valerio Duarte (musician and caricaturist) 
and Pedro Mendoza (musician and journalist), this is how 
the enchantment works: “I ‘ve got for the guaynas / In my 
guayaca there’s a payé / My healer made for me / With brain 
and feather of the Caburé...”

For all these unique features, “Corrientes has 
payé” is a phrase that has been coined and which 
enhances directly the developmental proposal 
through tourism at the Great Iberá Park.
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The authenticity of a destination is highly appreciated by 
visitors who, besides nature, are seeking to know customs 
and the unique identity of the places they visit.

Identity is what makes us different, what defines us and 
makes us feel at home. Conservation of local culture is vital 
for the development and welfare of communities; especially 
for those interested in working with tourism because it 
allows them to stand out among other destinations and 
add value to the natural attractions.

Some features of the Iberá culture are still well alive, while 
others are in danger of extinction. Therefore, strategies to 

XII. THE PRIDE OF BEING WHO WE ARE

stop this process and restore these cultural aspects must be 
put into practice urgently.

These strategies should ideally be agreed upon by the 
government, NGOs and private companies; seeking the 
support of communities as primary guardians of their 
heritage. It is not about being against the natural evolution 
of culture, but to be fully aware of the values implicit in it 
and to design strategies that allow an adaptation of these 

societies to the modern world retaining their identity and 
beauty.

It is very important to strengthen collective awareness that 
consuming what is locally produced, whether these are 
tangible or intangible assets, has a beneficial impact on local 
communities. These benefits are translated into economic 
goods and also into the survival of traditions and customs, 
such as music, dance, food, crafts and architecture.

The respect and admiration for the guardians of knowledge 
and promoters of culture, such as musicians, poets and 
artisans, should be transmitted to present and future 
generations.

Even though the mass media represent an advantage 
in many aspects, it can also threaten local culture since 
foreign fashions and trends are quickly adopted, which has 
little in common with Iberá and replaces the cultural niche 
previously occupied by local expressions.

Local fragmentation between man-nature-culture is 
becoming evident in several areas of everyday life: the lack 
of trees in the towns or the replacement of native species by 
exotic ones; the change in the landscape where we used to 
see a distant horizon, now there is a fence of forestation; the 

disappearing vegetable gardens and the onset of fast-food 
type menus displacing the local cuisine.

It seems to be a big challenge, but recovering the pride of 
our own customs and achieving a sustainable and respectful 
development of the integrity of our environment depends 
on each of us.
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2.4 Occupation and land use

Since the foundation of the city of Corrientes by Juan Torres 
de Vera y Aragón on April 3rd, 1588, until the late nineteenth 
century, the economic development of the province was 
linked to the settlement of public lands. This effective use 
of space was developed intermittently over three centuries 
to reach the current limits.

Corrientes, founded at the confluence of the Paraná and 
Paraguay rivers with the aim of being a strategic point 
between Asunción, Santa Fe and Buenos Aires, had a 
difficult beginning to the resistance of the aborigines of 
the area. This struggle for survival lasted at least until the 

end of the seventeenth century. Initially, the Guaraní and 
then the Chaco aborigines hindered the advancement of 
internal borders beyond Santa Lucía river.

While the settling process was developed slowly, in the 
Eastern part of the province, there were four towns being 
founded by the Society of Jesus, who founded the Jesuit 
Province of Paraguay in 1607: Yapeyú and Santo Tomé in 
1626, La Cruz and San Carlos between 1638 and 1639. The 
Miriñay river thus became the border between Corrientes 
and the Jesuit Missions.

I. THE INITIAL SETTLEMENT OF CORRIENTES

In the second half of the eighteenth century, encouraged 
by the more Bourbon reforms that promoted foreign trade 
of beef and the “remoteness” of aborigines from the fields 
of Corrientes, an effective occupying process began in 
the area with the formation of estancias (ranches). Thus, 
between 1760 and the early nineteenth century, Corrientes 
experienced a noticeable demographic and economic growth, 
which expanded its internal borders up to the Miriñay by 
1760 and, a couple of decades later, Uruguay, in the South 
of the old border of Misiones. This encounter between the 
two territories would cause jurisdictional conflicts with 
the Misiones government that had occupied the area in the 
1770s during the administration of Don Juan de San Martín 
as Deputy Governor of the department of Yapeyú.

A great part of the mid-North area of Corrientes is depressed 
in the middle and it gradually rises to both sides with a 
pronounced Eastward height and a smoother Westward rise. 
Until the mid-eighteenth century, this area was virtually 
unexplored due to the difficulty to access it and only between 
1760 and 1773, it began to be occupied, which resulted in 
the creation of the town of Yaguareté Corá (Concepción) at 
the end of the century.

In the decade after the May Revolution, Corrientes was 
seriously affected by political conflicts at the coastline 

(Litoral), for example, the abandonment of the Guaraní 
towns founded on the banks of Uruguay after the defeat 
of Artigas.

Just around 1830, at a time of relative political peace and 
ten years of provincial autonomy, Corrientes government 
resumed the expansion of its internal borders. In this regard, 
the most significant event was the occupation of the almost 
vacant space of the old Misiones until the Aguapey river, 
which was consolidated with the resettlement of the town 
of La Cruz (1830). Meanwhile, Northern Aguapey was being 
occupied by the Paraguayan government until the end of 
the Paraguayan War.

The Northern area disputed with Paraguay resulted in 
Tranquera de Loreto (today Ituzaingó) as a border, but the 
foundation of the towns of Loreto and San Miguel in the 
basin of Iberá in the 1820s by the Guarani immigrants 
of Misiones enabled the consolidation of the Northern 
boundary of the province.

In this way by the mid-nineteenth century, Corrientes 
had achieved an effective occupation of its land and the 
consolidation of its limits which currently owns.
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As colonization advanced and the territory was given to 
different families to expand the border with the aborigines, 
the concept of private property was created and consolidated, 
which was used thereafter as a basis for productive 
development in the region. In this way, land was aimed only 
to carry out a production system to supply the domestic 
and international markets, to generate local organization 
through a system of employment headed by landowners, and 
to contribute money to the State through the collection of 
taxes. With this idea, a few lands were kept under the direct 
administration of the Government as public lands.

Today the globalized market determines what types of 
productions are more profitable. Therefore, there are 
many family farms that are now administered by forestry 
companies or leased to agricultural companies because 
business requires high-tech equipment investment and the 
production of large volumes of grains or rolls in order to 
be competitive.

Simultaneously, the process of migration to large cities 
generates in the population a more noticeable need for 
recreation in contact with nature in their resting time. 
Therefore, the great wild and rural spaces are highly 
appreciated by everybody and represent an income 
opportunity through ecotourism. These favorable wild 
places as tourist destinations are scarce now and are usually 
located in remote areas, where soils are poor or the weather 
is adverse, avoiding to pursue a competitive or sustainable 
economic development. Because of this, lands have been 
kept public until recent times. They have been also declared 
as public lands and are protected by the figure of Parks and 
Reserves, which is the case of the Iberá Provincial Park. 
The declaration of protected areas on public lands is the 
best strategy to ensure that endangered species of flora and 
fauna live there, and that natural landscapes are maintained 
for everybody to enjoy. Buying lands and declaring them 
as Parks for Public Use is another option when there is no 
more land.

II. THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC TERRITORIES

In the course of time, we have learned that big public spaces 
are necessary to be used as parks and reserves in order to 
maintain samples of the originality of our lands and the 
diversity that characterizes our nature and our culture. It 
is difficult to take care of what belongs to everybody inside 
a private field because it is a huge responsibility for any 
individual or family member in the long term and because 
there is not such a huge field that can protect what had 
evolved for millions of years in continuous ecosystems over 
vast regions.

Several large parks located in different parts of the province 
will be needed since it is estimated that at least a 20% of 
every landscape in the world should be protected so that the 
vast biodiversity of the planet survive with an appropriate 
management. The Great Iberá Park, with its 700,000 hectares, 
represents 8.5% of the territory of Corrientes.

Creating protected areas on public lands ensures 
that species of flora and fauna still exist, which 
otherwise would be in danger of disappearing 

because of fragmentation and market demand.
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Production of Nature 
at the Great Iberá Park

Part III

Production of nature consists of working to increase the presence of wildlife up to the carrying capacity 
of an ecosystem and then care for it to make a tourist attraction that generates dividends for neighboring 
communities. For a successful process, it is important to work with the best productive practices.

Best Practices Manual
As in every productive activity, the first thing to do is knowing in detail 
the values that characterize the region we are managing, the key species 
which will monitor the success of our work, apart from identifying and 
preventing threats that could affect the production. In this sense, the 
best productive practices, driven by groups of producers of Corrientes, 
are a very interesting methodology to apply to the production of nature.
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3.1 Biodiversity appreciation and care

The values of the Great Iberá Park have already been 
described, although it should be noted that the most 
endangered species are found in the grasslands and forests 
that are not always protected. In this sense, it is important 
to work in the real protection of the lands ensuring their 
long-term conservation for the future. The enlargement of 
the provincial territory under Decree and the addition of 
CLT’s lands to National Parks are a big step and they can 
always be complemented with more lands and ensure an 
effective protection.

Once the territory is secured, it is important to monitor 
the status of the population of key species that serve 
as indicators for evaluating our work. In this context, a 
keystone species is one that is at risk because it has or has 
had a hunting, furrier, of fishing value, or because it is 
naturally low or very sensitive to environmental changes. 
With good planning and execution of every step required 
by the projects identified as primary, it would quickly show 
an increase in the populations of these species. To make 
this happen, it is necessary to monitor their condition at 
the beginning of the project (knowledge baseline) and 
then repeat the census on a regular basis with the same 
methodology.

We know that Iberá is a very fragile system, where 
ecosystems and species are determined by a greater or lesser 
degree of water retained by its soils, apart from the climate, 
as in the rest of Corrientes. Everything affecting the water 
system will have an impact on the landscape; therefore, any 
road or pipeline, tree planting—that needs too much water 
to grow—, or systematization of the field, will definitely 
affect our wetlands. Nonetheless, a previous study will be 
essential, according to the Law 5.067 of Environmental 
Impact Assessment of the province of Corrientes. It will 
also be necessary to previously assess the use of herbicides, 
pesticides, and even nutrients when required, since they 
will drain towards the basin sooner or later, dispersing the 
impacts beyond the site of application.

Another issue that we cannot neglect is the exotic species, 
because it is the cause of extinction of many species in the 
world. Whenever a new variety or species is introduced to 
afforest or landscape, or when animals and pets are brought, 
or fish farming is carried out in the Iberá Natural Reserve, 
the risks of seeds dispersal or the escape of animals should 
be assessed, since the mass of water facilitates the spread 
of exotic species.

Taking into account the fragility of Iberá as an ecosystem, 
whenever you think about bringing a new variety or species 
to afforest or landscape, or animals to raise, the risk of 
an escape and becoming wild should be evaluated.
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3.2 Legal protection and administrative management 
 of the territory  
The legal figure of a protected public area is called “Park”, 
either provincial or national, and it is created by law, as 
in the case of the Mburucuyá National Park. That law 
sets boundaries, such as using wire to prevent livestock 
from neighbors from entering and competing with native 
wildlife. It also establishes a set of usage restrictions, 
areas for tourism, education and recreation (defining the 
intensity of interventions and works that are allowed), 
areas of restoration (which must be managed deeply to be 
later incorporated into other areas) and conservation areas 
(where there is intensive production of nature).

A well managed Park ensures that populations of native 
flora and fauna are at their maximum load capacity. It also 
ensures that all the species are present: herbivores, medium-
sized carnivores, top predators, and even decomposers, so 
that there is no overload of some and disappearance of 
others, apart from making the ecosystem withstand climate 
changes. At the same time, a Park ensures that citizens enjoy 
the landscapes of our country, know our customs and the 
name of the wildlife that surrounds us, and feel part of the 
same cultural identity. These natural and cultural features 
that are preserved in the parks are attractive to ecotourists.

So as to meet these objectives, the parks tend to be managed 
by a team of park rangers, technicians and administrative 
executives living in the sectional area, who have their 
offices in municipalities or administrative centers and 
assist visitors at interpretation centers. In addition, there 
are usually campsites, bathrooms, trails and other works 
that allow a better approach to nature.

For restoring and managing a territory that was formerly 
used for other productive activities, the domestic or exotic 
species are usually eliminated. Some methodologies 
consist on restoring the natural fire regime or generate 
prescribed burning, wiring eroded sectors to recover 
ground, reintroducing extinct species or actively guarding 
the reproduction of the species that are more threatened. 
This is known as wildlife management and it often requires 
specialized technicians.

It is also essential that we care for the safety of our visitors 
and avoid impacts on the territory that are generally caused 
by ill-designed works or traditional productions with bad 
practices. An example of this is the advance of feral forestry 
seedlings without management, or the creation of dams 
by lifting paths without prior permit by the Water and 
Environmental Institute of Corrientes (ICAA).
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Domestic and exotic species must be controlled in order to restore a territory 
that was previously used for other productive activities and give the space 
back to native species. Also, performing scheduled burning ensures different 
environments and wiring critical areas prevent the entrance of neighboring cattle.
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In this scheme of production of nature, 
wiring is essential to avoid competition 
between domestic animals. They must be 
controlled and repaired when necessary.

3.3 Wildlife management and maintenance

As in every intensive production, it is important to avoid 
losses due to competition with neighboring weeds, animals 
or plagues.

I. AVOIDING COMPETITION OF PLAGUES, WEEDS AND ANIMALS FROM NEIGHBORS

There are some plant species that have not evolved with 
the landscape because they were brought from other 
continents by men. When they become invasive, they 
must be cut and eliminated methodically to prevent 
them from turning into a threat to the native wildlife.

When our production is based on a maximum productivity 
of wildlife, weeds are the domestic or foreign plants that 
were brought by man intentionally or unintentionally. It is 
also important that neighboring animals do not enter the 
Park. Plagues, just like weeds, are the exotic animal version.

The best way to prevent the entrance of animals from 
neighboring fields is by implementing—at any livestock 
farm—wiring, apart from checking them frequently and 
repairing when necessary.
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Some species are brought from other regions (Europe, 
Central America, Africa) with productive or recreational 
purposes, and then they are abandoned or neglected. Most of 
them die, but some develop aggressive strategies and manage 
to invade the territory of local species. This occurs in some 
places of Iberá with domestic pigs (and their wild version, the 
feral pig) and more recently with the axis and red deer that 
were brought for hunting grounds and then escaped. Among 
plants, the ones that are colonizing Iberá are Chinaberry, 
rivets, Grevilleas and some Pine trees. When these species 
adapt to the soil and climate, they are reproduced in larger 
quantities than in their original places and are capable of 
transforming the ecosystem for self-perpetuating.

When pigs act in groups, they may attack small mammals, 
such as Capybaras, sheep and birds as well as preying on 
nests, rooting and turning the soil in search of roots and 
approaching the bags of seeds or orchards. In addition, they 
seek shelter in the wetlands when the dry season arrives. 
They have been declared a plague, but we still need to find a 
mechanism to control their population.

Elliotis pines start to appear on both sides of the road, over 
the floating islands, inside the lakes and sandy fields, and 
even inside the wetlands, because their seeds can fly very far. 
It is necessary that the owners of forests plant hybrid species 
that have no power of propagation. It is also important that 
they take the responsibility for the control of new trees 
inside and outside their private lands.

II. THE GREAT INVADERS

The feral pig is an exotic species 
that must be controlled.
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Exotic species (such as the feral pigs, Axis deer 
or Elliotis pine), which were brought from other 

regions and continents, are spreading into the 
wetlands, becoming more complicated to control 

them due to the lack of a natural predator.
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Fires are part of the dynamics of grasslands and subtropical 
scrubland. The large accumulation of straw, the heat of the 
summer and the storms are elements that, when combined, 
sooner or later cause large fires. Those fires are natural 
and have coexisted with the species in these landscapes. 
Without fires, there would probably be more shrubs, chilcas 
and other herbaceous plants, the grassland would become 
closed forests. Cattle breeders know this and have used 
fire to renew pastures, eliminating dry straw. Without 
fires, cattle rearing wouldn’t exist in the flooded areas of 
Corrientes.

In the Parks, fire is needed to keep grasslands healthy 
and diverse although many times it is not possible to let 
nature do theirs in Summer, because there are neighbors, 
small protected areas and wildlife that need more care at a 
stage of restoration. In such cases, it is convenient to plan 
controlled burns in small patches of land and when it is 
easier to handle the fire, or according to the needs of the 
restoration.

It also happens that there are new types of productions, such 
as forestry, where fire is a danger. Pines or Eucalyptus being 
burned in private fields would imply a serious damage to 
private property and it will lead to huge smoke clouds near 
roads or towns, which are a risk to human life. Ranches 
burns produced in the delta of Buenos Aires affected the 
city for months and generated the need to regulate burning 
nationwide through a Minimum Budget Law, which was 
also required by the Forestry Industry in Corrientes.

In order to burn and continue working on cattle breeding in 
low fields, it is necessary to plan ahead of time and present 
the project following a protocol created by the Directorate 
of Forests of Corrientes. Fire is needed for the conservation 
of nature and cattle rearing. Handling it with responsibility 
will prevent it from becoming a conflict between the 
different types of production and interests.

III. NATURAL FIRES AND CONTROLLED BURNS

Fires are part of the ecological dynamics of subtropical grasslands 
and they are essential for the conservation of nature, as well as a 
necessary practice for cattle rearing in low fields and bushlands.
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Since 2007, Iberá has been acting as the framework of 
the most ambitious re-wilding initiative in America. The 
term “rewilding” refers to the process of bringing back the 
great fauna species that have disappeared from a region. It 
emerged as a concept in the United States, but it has taken 
special force in Europe and Southern Africa in relation to 
the idea of production of nature.

As it was previously stated, Corrientes has suffered the 
greatest extinction process of Northern Argentina during 
the first half of the 20th century. By that time, six mammal 
species have disappeared from the province (anteater or 
yurumi, collared peccary, tapir, giant otter, ocelot, and 
jaguar) and two species of large birds (bared-faced curassow 
and green-winged macaw). In parallel, one native bird 
species of Corrientes became extinct in the province and 
the rest of the world: the purple macaw. Several species of 
mammals became very rare in Iberá and the rest of the 
province, like the marsh deer, the saffron-cowled blackbird, 
the maned wolf and the puma, while the pampas deer 
disappeared from areas such as Concepción and Mercedes.

Then, the conditions for the recovery of the fauna species 
that had left the area were generated with the creation of 
the Iberá Natural Reserve in 1983 and the emergence of 
the first provincial Park Rangers. Thus, there are some 
species that today are abundant and easy to find as the 

capybara, the marsh  deer, the yacaré, the vizcacha, the 
rhea and the strange-tailed tyrant. Even the pampas deer, 
which has been relegated to the marshlands of Aguapey 
outside the Iberá reserve, has recovered in the last 10 years. 
Unfortunately, there are other species of fauna which need to 
be reintroduced to be present in Iberá again, which implies 
bringing specimens from other places of the country or 
from abroad to begin the process of self-production. This 
is the case of the yurumi (anteater), the collared peccary, 
the tapir, the giant otter, the ocelot, the jaguar, the bared-
faced curassow and the green-winged macaw. Other species 
of fauna that remain in some corners of Corrientes could 
translocate to Iberá to create new populations or reinforce 
some pre-existing ones, as the case of the pampas deer, the 
puma and the maned wolf.

Inside this local context, rewilding involves the 
reintroduction of wildlife species that play a key role as 
top predators (giant otter and jaguar), as large grassland 
herbivores (pampas deer), as forest predators (tapir and 
collared peccary), frugivorous birds of Paraná jungles 
(bared-faced curassow and green-winged macaw), or as 
forest medium-sized mammals (ocelot, anteater and maned 
wolf). The interesting thing about all these species, apart 
from playing an ecological role, is that they are also highly 
attractive for visitors, who represent the engine of the 
economic development through ecotourism.

IV. REWILDING TO RECOVER VALUES
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Mainly because of this dual environmental and economic 
function of missing fauna species is that CLT, together with 
the Government of Corrientes, began the project of recovery 
of the Anteater in Iberá (2006) aiming to bring back this rare 
mammal. In 2007, the first two anteaters were released and 
since then, providing the support of other provinces from 
Northern Argentina and dozens of institutions, two anteater 
populations were reestablished in the Natural Reserve that 
by the beginning of 2017, was having 80-100 specimens, 
including the relocated ones and those born in Iberá. So 
significant and successful the work was with the anteater 
that in 2014, Corrientes legislators declared it as a Natural 
Monument. The return of the anteater is a success already 
being replicated and generating a third population outside 
Iberá, in a nearby private reserve where the first specimen 
of yurumi has been reintroduced with the help of CLT, in 
addition to the other two populations.

In 2009, the first pampas deer were released from Aguapey 
towards the hill of San Alonso inside Iberá, separated by 90 
kilometres of the wetlands and marshes. These releases have 
been generating a successful population that has reproduced 
100 specimens at the beginning of 2017. By the end of 2015, 
the establishment of a second deer population began in 
another area of Iberá, based on the population of animals 

in Aguapey and San Alonso, which resulted in 15 specimens 
one year later. Both populations are growing nicely, with 
animals born in Iberá, and future places are being studied 
to establish new populations.

In 2015, the first release of collared peccary inside Rincón 
del Socorro began, which included more than 20 specimens 
at the beginning of 2017. The green-winged macaw has been 
released in the area of Cambyretá, part of the Iberá National 
Park. This latter is experiencing the reintroduction for the 
first time (it had eight trained specimens at the beginning 
of 2017) and in a gradual release, along with other animals 
undergoing flight training. These species joined the project 
of reintroduction of tapirs in 2017 in Rincón del Socorro, 
with an initial growing group of 7 specimens.

These projects of reintroduction were pioneer experiences 
worldwide. But this is just the beginning: the idea is to create 
other populations of anteaters, pampas deer, peccaries, 
tapirs and macaws in Iberá and bring back to other large 
birds such as the bared-face curassow, and other mammals, 
such as the ocelot and the giant otter. All of these actions 
together represent the greatest experience of rewilding in 
America.

There are animals that are abundant in Iberá, such as the capybara, the marsh deer, 
the yacaré and the strange-tailed tyrant. However there are other species, like the 
pampas deer, which need to be reintroduced, i.e., more specimens from other places 
must be brought because they can no longer come back by themselves.
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 The term “rewilding” refers to the process of bringing back the greatest wildlife 
species that have disappeared in a region, as it has happened in Iberá with the tapir, 
the giant otter and the jaguar. Today, there are projects being carried out that aim 
to bring these animals (and several others) back to inhabit the wetlands.
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The jaguar is the icon of Corrientes and a unique attraction for tourists. Hence, the 
Experimental Center of Jaguar Offspring has been established in Iberá, becoming the first 
Center in the world dedicated to raising Jaguars to be reintroduced to the wildlife.

Of the animals that have disappeared in Iberá, the jaguar 
merits a special attention for different reasons. In ecological 
terms, it’s the greatest native predator of the ecosystem and 
the one that ensures its correct functioning. In terms of 
preservation, it’s the most endangered mammal in Argentina. 
Culturally, the “native tiger” has been the inspiration for 
chamamé songs, tales, legends, and even place names, like 
the town called Concepción del Yaguareté Corá.

This is why the Experimental Center of Jaguar Offspring 
has been established in Iberá (CECY), which is managed 
by technicians of CLT, guided by national and international 
experts and controlled by provincial authorities. It is the first 
center in the world dedicated exclusively to raising jaguars 
to be reintroduced to the wildlife. To this effect, the location 
has been chosen in the best habitat possible for the species, at 
40 kilometers from the nearest human population. Animals 
born at CECY would be able to hunt for themselves and 
would not present any kind of dependence to human beings; 
they would be ready to be released in any place of Argentina. 
In this sense, Iberá could represent a unique opportunity 
for the return of this charismatic feline, having 600,000 
hectares of pristine habitats without the presence of human 
populations or cattle, and where scientists have estimated—
based on the existing preys—about 100 specimens could 
live under protection.

In 2015, CECY welcomed Tobuna, the first female jaguar 
that was incorporated to the project and that was donated by 
Batán Zoo. After passing the quarantine, she was relocated to 
CECY and she became the first jaguar to step on Corrientes 
again. Tobuna was joined by two males and one female: 
Nahuel, donated by the zoos in Buenos Aires and Bubalcó 
(2016); Chiqui, donated by the Atinguy Wildlife Refuge 
of Paraguay, belonging to the Yacyretá Binational Entity 
(2017); and Tania, also from the Batán Zoo (2017). Although 
both males have mated Tobuna, she has not got pregnant 
yet, but we still have hope. This campus for breeding jaguars 
is expected to grow with the arrival of new animals from 
Argentina and neighboring countries (such as the arrival 
of Tania, a young female in the first quarter of 2017 and 
another female from Brazil) so that the chances of offspring 
births also increase.

This Experimental Center represents a tourist attraction 
for visitors arriving to the region, as they will be able to 
watch and follow the progress of young jaguars at the 
interpretation centers in the portals using online cameras.

Although it won’t be open to the general public, CECY aims 
to generate stories and information that will help to promote 
the conservation of this endangered animal while it recovers 
its role in the local culture. Therefore, it serves as a meeting 

V. THE EXPERIMENTAL CENTER OF JAGUAR OFFSPRING

place between the best national and international scientists 
and the inhabitants of the wetlands, and as a conservation 
area with local development and environmental education. 
This Center has wildlife quarantine facilities located in 
the San Cayetano Provincial Park, close to Corrientes 
Capital city, where jaguars, anteaters, tapirs and peccaries 
are quarantined and rescued. Added to this is the Aguará 

Wildlife Rescue and Reintroduction of Extinct Species 
Center, which was founded by Corrientes Province in the 
city of Paso de la Patria, and which hosts the same species, 
as well as the green-winged macaw, before being relocated 
to Iberá. CECY in Iberá and these other two facilities in 
Corrientes create a worldwide triangle of excellence in the 
management and wildlife rescue.
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3.4 Public Access Points
Until a few years ago, nobody knew who the land owners 
were in Iberá and nobody cared about visiting those lands. 
The roads were the access to private fields that could be 
locked, if that was the owner’s decision. Only from Colonia 
Pellegrini could one could get to the Lake and taste Iberá.

With the creation of the Great Iberá Park, it will be necessary 
to design a network of roads and access points that will 
allow tourists to visit this protected area of 700,000 hectares.

To avoid increasing the environmental impact on the runoffs 
of water, it will be necessary to use traces and existing 
easements and give them the character of public roads. 
Therefore, the maintenance of roads will be responsibility 
of the State as well as of transients, which will avoid extra 
costs to land owners. Roads will certainly need to be wired 

to avoid accidents with animals and define which of them 
meets the best trace conditions and is well maintained. An 
access by municipality would be ideal if we want to promote 
local development through ecotourism.

To improve these roads, we will need to consider the use of 
gravel, since rains and humidity tend to generate permanent 
crevices and cuttings filled with water that hinder the 
movement of small vehicles, typically driven by tourists. It 
is also important to control traffic speed to avoid the runover 
of fauna; capybaras and skunks tend to be especially slow 
when moving, and hundreds of them die per year in the 
access from Pellegrini. Another fundamental point will be 
working intensely on the public education in neighboring 
towns concerning the management of waste that visually 
damages any attempt of ecotourism development.

For accessing certain areas of the Great Iberá Park 
without impacting the environment, it will be necessary 
to use the existing routes and turn them into public 
roads through an agreement with their owners.
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3.5 What nobody wants to see upon entering a park: garbage
Human concentrations involve too much garbage. Even 
more garbage did it involve since plastic packages have 
appeared: bags, diapers, bottles and containers of any 
type surrounded the towns and cities next to Iberá. The 
use of plastic waste seems to have increased around rural 
towns just like a hurricane that surprises residents. Nobody 
knows what to do with packaging and people usually throw 
it behind their backyard or wiring waiting it to disappear 
just as the rest of the waste known up to then. But this will 
never happen. Plastics will survive for thousands of years, 
they will grow in piles and we will breath them from the 
atmosphere in the form of black smoke, if they are burnt.

The ones who have lived covered by garbage in big cities 
think about transforming it into handicrafts or bricks, or 
in recycling it, transporting it to urban centers, burying 
it... Anything would work instead of seeing it swirled and 
mired in tress or floating in a river, or being naively eaten 
by an animal.

Garbage is the big problem in urban areas because it grows 
quickly, removes value to any tourist activity and brings 
problems to the human health. The best thing to do is 
reducing plastics admitted per house and resident, and then 
separate and recycle them to the extent possible: generating 
black earth with the organic; returning the inorganic to the 
packaging industry; burying what’s left, watching that it 
does not pollute the water layers. Batteries, industrial oils, 
agrochemicals and hospital waste will always remain as a 
hot topic which will require investing in ovens and burials 
of high security.

Along with garbage, sewage effluents and water pollution 
remain as blacklisted problems that we would like to deny. 
But we know that they are where the people are. And if 
there are orchards and extensive crops nearby, we can also 
guess that the spraying with aggressive agrochemicals will 
migrate to our houses with the wind.

The Iberá Committee is working hard on this issue. It has 
hired an expert team to develop a regional proposal and 
concentrate the trash at a near point to generate volume, 
classification, treatment and reuse of waste, together with 
educational campaigns in every town to minimize waste 
and, above all, take out the garbage dumps of the tourist 
portals and give it a proper treatment.

Additionally, we can:

• Create a belt of protection around the urban surroundings 
with natural reserves, wooded parks and lots of aquatic 
vegetation.

• Where there are industries installed near the houses, 
surround them with curtains of native trees to conceal them 
and create a visual effect according to nature.

• Plan the location of effluent processing plants and foresee 
the growth of the city for the next twenty years.

• Take care of the near water resources. Identify the 
management and cycle of chemicals. Detect the existence 
of effluents in the high basin and in the groundwater that 
supply wells and water outlets.

• Remember that health is cared for by preventing. We need 
to know where the water we drink, the food we eat and the 
air we breathe come from, and how the environment where 
we live works.

WHAT CAN WE DO TO SOLVE THESE PROBLEMS ONCE AND FOR EVER?
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Surveillance and control of these lands by 
national and provincial park rangers is a 
priority to ensure a safe and protected Iberá.

3.6 Surveillance at the Great Iberá Park
For controlling a territory as large as the Great Iberá Park of 
700,000 hectares, with diverse uses and complicated access 
points, it is necessary to have several operational centers 
with park rangers, technicians and maintenance staff. In this 
sense, a joint work between the province and the nation is 
carried out where, while each jurisdiction will generate and 
abide by their management plan, the national and provincial 
park rangers will have a shared vision about working with 
wildlife and tourist assistance because there are no fences 
separating the jurisdictions. In addition to the existing 
sectional rangers of the province, the National Park will 
add their own and it will increase the number as necessary, 
in order to safeguard the entire territory.

The improvement of the roads is essential to work in these 
sectionals and assist visitors in the safest way, apart from 
providing a guarantee to tourists. Progress has been made by 
graveling and improving routes in the belt of Iberá (routes 
that surround the reserve), but we know that it is an issue 
which will need maintenance and continuous treatment. 

The trafficability and accessibility of portals has also been 
carried out, obtaining concrete achievements in Carambola 
Portal and significantly improving the access to Colonia 
Pellegrini. The challenge is to continue working to achieve 
improvements in the rest of the portals.
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3.7 What Iberá communicates: the territorial brand
When we name a place, we automatically relate it to a 
landscape, an animal or an experience. Worldwide, Iguazú 
means falls; Península Valdés implies whale-watching; Salta 
symbolizes Spanish mansions and red ponchos. Installing 
a “territory brand” is essential to project to the world in 
search of tourists and Iberá already has presence in the list 
of “places to visit”.

But, what does Iberá mean to tourists? Fauna, aquatic 
landscapes, gauchos and rural men, capybaras, deer, yacarés 
and lots of birds. Now, for expanding our market, first we 
must enrich the brand with seductive ingredients aimed at 
an audience who is hungry for authenticity, land and simple 
experiences. Iberá has so much to offer.

The Iberá brand was born in the province of Corrientes with 
this idea: a simple and clean mark, but with a great meaning. 
A brand that uses the letters IBERÁ with grasslands and 
a strange-tailed tyrant, which symbolically shows how 
the natural environments have been recovered in Iberá, 
which at the same time is home to many native species. 
Thanks to the recovery of the grassland, the strange-tailed 
tyrant has multiplied and became visible, being pursued by 
birdwatchers from around the world (who visit Iberá only 
to see it) and generate income in the nearby villages.

This template, designed by the Iberá Committee, which 
carries the strange-tailed tyrant as a symbol of recovery, 
of alive and healthy nature, can also be used with various 
backgrounds precisely because the wealth of the Great Iberá 
Park lies in the diversity of its nature, the abundance of 
its wildlife and its strong culture. The letters are 
dressed with a Jaguar, the wetlands, some 
birds and gauchos, showing its beauty and 
the perfect combination of shapes and 
colors of Iberá.

The Iberá brand has been taken by nearby 
towns, tourist operators, shops, and a lot 
of people who feel part of this great region 
and wants to be visible to the world.

From National Parks, when thinking about 
a unique icon or the new Iberá National Park logo, 
the strange-tailed tyrant and its recovery was also chosen, 
which shows how strong this shared is and the importance 
of this little bird, so striking and sought-after, as a symbol 
of the Great Iberá Park which is becoming the greatest park 
of Northern Argentina.

The diversity is the essence of the brand because if we 
mentally stepped back from our known world, Iberá would 
amaze us. The mythical paradise of the Guaraní would 
emerge slowly with an explosion of purple, yellow and 
green colors from the floating banks of the wetland brook, 

a snowy horizon of white flowers ringing the lakes, 
the silhouette of a mariscador accompanied by 

a horse who snorts while swimming forcibly, 
a spring water by the sandy bottom of a 
river, a school of dorados (river tigers) 
showing their back in the water... And 
with even more time, we would discover 
the gateway to ancient mysteries arising 

in the gaze of a fellow countryman. 

A territorial brand, apart from a content, it 
must have a distinct graphic, an architectural 

design and, above all, a common signage in the land 
that will allow visitors to acknowledge that they are inside 
the area they came to know.

Installing a Territorial brand is essential to project 
oneself and market tourist destinations worldwide. The 

brand “Iberá” should mean quickly in the visitor’s mind 
watching wildlife, avid landscapes extended up to the 

horizon and a culture proudly rooted to its land.
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Every link in the Iberá tourism proposal should maintain a design style and beauty in harmony 
with the environment, contributing to strengthen the unique identity of the place.

Good design and aesthetics are what define the quality of a 
good place, a team and a project. Being able to convey this 
in every aspect involved in the proposal is fundamental for 
what refers to the production of nature, as well as for the 
installation of a tourist destination or for the territory that 
wants to be marketed.

Any approach to Iberá begins with the messages that are 
sent through the visual identity of the access routes and 
the nearby towns, where most of the tourist services are 
provided. This must keep a consistency between the portals 
of access and the infrastructure for public use within the 
Great Iberá Park.

3.8 Design and scenic beauty
Taking into account these concepts, it will be necessary to 
work on the formation of “scenic routes” to beautify the 
public accesses to Iberá. These are generally defined as 
roads that are located in areas of great natural and cultural 
value, that deserve to be preserved. When the scenic and 
cultural values are cared harmonizing the structures and 
signage with the landscape, routes allow visitors to know 
the geography and culture of a region.

The route that surrounds Iberá and its internal roads are 
spaces that must be laid so that they safeguard and display a 
more attractive landscape and culture, ensuring an optimal 
sighting of wildlife since the beginning of the tour. Equally 
important is that they are easily passable and safe for a 
driver who circulates at low speed and pretends to stop to 
contemplate the existing beauties. To make this real, it is 
essential to keep the gravel in good conditions so as to drive 
around even in rainy days, but at the same time, to make 
visitors slow down without hindering the traffic.

I. SCENIC ROUTES

The scenic route of Iberá allows the 
visitor feels like being inside the circuit 
when entering from any of the portals.

There is a possibility of generating a circuit that 
circumvents the basin by routes 118, 12, 41, 40, 123, 22 
and 6, and enters to the 11 portals of the Great Iberá 
Park. This great circuit could be transformed into a 
scenic route where landscape, infrastructure of public 
use and signage determine the territory of Iberá.

125124



Great Iberá Park Great Iberá Park Production of Nature at the Great Iberá ParkProduction of Nature at the Great Iberá Park

In relation to the aesthetics mentioned, the use of local 
material in the infrastructure —as Ñandubay wood, Mercedes 
stone, adobe, straw or Piri wood— highlights the originality 
of the destination and brings harmony to the landscape. 
Some examples of this aesthetic concept are the campsites 
in Colonia Pellegrini, San Nicolás and Cambyretá, where 
the building infrastructure is integrated to the landscape 
naturally. The colors used resulted from a search for earth 
tones that are fused with the green of the forest.

II. LOCAL MATERIALS AND HISTORICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

In the same way, the design chosen should respect the 
historical style and be adapted to the prevailing climate, 
using high ceilings, gable roofs and galleries, which are 
ideal to cope with high temperatures. Inside the wetlands, 
the use of Piri is recommended to coat the walls and 
broomsedge for the roofing, respecting the design and the 
spatial distribution of the rooms in independent modules 
surrounding a central yard.

The local materials used for construction and decoration are 
visually integrated into natural landscapes.

Within this “aesthetic experience”, the use of local 
materials, such as stone or Piri, is essential to 

enhance the authenticity of the destination.
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Both portals of entry and informative signage 
should also use local materials to inform the visitor 
without interfering with the landscape.

Signage, designed with local materials, contributes to the scenic beauty of the area.

Signage is the greatest value communicator of any place, as 
well as a brand differentiator of other tourist destinations, 
which is why it not only informs, but it also communicates. 
In Iberá, it is extremely important to keep a line of sight 
along the entire route, so the tourist feels inside the wetlands 
permanently. In this sense, we are looking for a design that 
reflects the nature of the place, using noble materials, native 
woods and earth colors, so that the posters are a channel of 
communication between the Park and its visitors. There are 
already examples in some points of Iberá we can take into 
account; we are challenged to achieve an Iberá brand that 
identifies and represents us before the world.

Every public space should have the same design and care, 
paying special attention to landscaping, with native trees 
and plants such as Lapacho, Ivirá Pitá, Sauce, Ceibo, Ibapoy, 
Timbó, Laurel, Lantana and Paraguayan jasmine, among 

III. SIGNAGE AND COMMUNICATION

others, to harmonize the structure of campsites, footbridges 
and Ranger houses with the curvaceous surrounding 
landscape.

Equal graphic designs with unique letters and style should 
accompany the effort invested in the infrastructure to 
communicate the work that the provincial and municipal 
governments have performed in Iberá. The design is what 
allows us to create a territorial brand, sustained over 
time with consistency and quality standards that are 
internationally competitive. This means respect for nature, 
beauty in its landscapes and facilities, and quality of service.

Brochures, short films, spots, interviews, stands, and 
any other form of communication will keep the graphic, 
audiovisual and architectural design of the Iberá brand and 
will invite the visitor to enjoy a park ensuring a varied and 
charismatic fauna watching.
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4.1 A visit to repeat
More than a place, Iberá is a region with multiple landscapes, 
cultural diversity and fauna presence which cannot be 
praised in a single trip. For this reason we thought about 
several experiences depending on the access point and also 
how to perform and live every activity, so that the visitor 
feels the desire to come back to the wetlands.

Iberá is a destination to enjoy all-year-round and appropiate 
for all ages. The mild weather and the range of aquatic 
activities enable rich encounters with nature in every season 
of the year because each zone (North, South, East and West) 
alternates—just like the flowering—to present its best at 
all times.

Iberá offers activities for the family, the adventurous and the naturalists. Providing detailed information on the 
different proposals is a way of attracting a more varied and numerous public, which if distributed at the 10 access 

points, it will neither impact negatively on the quality of the visit, nor on the natural environment.

Ensuring wildlife watching is essential to make 
tourists get excited and want to come back to Iberá 
or recommend it among their circle of friends.
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I. THE ROUTE OF THE “MARISCADORES”

The “mariscadores” were collectors of leathers and feathers 
who used to hunt in the interior of the wetlands by the 1900s, 
driven by the strong demand of feathers that determined 
the European fashion. They were creoles who adapted to live 
in a nomadic way, using canoes with poles, sleeping in tiny 
islands where they dried the leathers. They used to build 
their ranches with “Piri”—which is similar to the Reed—and 
maybe they cared for a vegetable garden with some other 
fruit tree to taste something sweet after a “critter” stew of 
strong meat. They could spend months around the brooks 
and lakes inside the wetlands, placing traps or hunting with 
a fija (lance), helped by a little dog who herded the capibaras 
to the water. Women in this world were few, though there 
were some devoted to the house chores in those tiny islands. 
There are still four or five of this type of families living 
deep inside the wetlands surrounded by capibaras, canoes, 
heron flocks, dealing with floods and the harshness of the 
environment.

Entering to this world today is possible if one approaches 
Carambola spot, sailing from Juli Cué port or canoing 
cinched by a horse (canoe sled) from Ramírez spot, entering 
through Concepción Portal. If you are adventurous, you can 
go rowing in kayak, on horseback and swimming across 
next to the horse, or canoing with a pole and get to Ñupy 
spot or even Yahaveré. Sailing is not difficult and you don’t 
need to be an athlete, just curious and open to discover a 

world that now seems to come out of the pages of a story 
from the explorers of the Americas, as Félix de Azara or 
Charles D´Orbigny. Horseback riding, where swimming on 
the horse is the only way to go through, requires expertise. 
The proposal is a unique attraction and a feature of the 
wetlands that deserves to be experienced. These horseback 
ridings are also being developed at San Nicolás portal.

Sleeping in Concepción and going for a walk during the day, 
or spending the night at the home of former mariscadores 
in some of the spots are other options and the best way 
of touring the routes that remain open and recalling their 
adventures. Except for hunting, the rest is still in force and 
it is the authentic Iberá of more than a century ago.

Through Carambola Portal, it is possible to enter Iberá in the way in which ancient mariscadores 
used to: by water. Today, we can visit the Islands and brooks for days due to the reopening of ports 

Juli Cué (on Carambolita Brook) and Yahaveré (on Carambola brook) for public access.
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II. THE CROSSING OF THE WETLANDS

The Eastern band of Iberá is high and wavy, ancient in 
its geological formation, mostly covered by forests (Pines 
Southwards, more humid Northwards) and “well planted”. 
Ranches with firm wooden posts, pecked fences stick, and 
a “great neighborhood”.

The other band, which adjoins the Capital City, is over small 
hills and sandy flooding cords of open horizon and copper 
grasslands, with few inhabitants. The forests, as growing in 
isolation, are called “Islands” and they decorate the flower 
garden that gently sway with the motion of the water.

The wetlands is in the middle, covered by floating islands 
that the wind throw together, open and close them at ease. 
Nobody lives there except for the deer, the capybara and 
some yacarés to name the largest groups.

Crossing from one band to the other in the Iberá wetlands 
is not easy, and it never was. Today here and tomorrow, 
after the storm, there. “Provided that Moncho has passed 
before, to open and break this tapial which covered the 
passage”, Doña Celestina would say. So, only with a very 
expert local guide, people are encouraged every now and 
then to cross from Carambola sport (Concepción), until 
Capivarí (Mercedes). The secret lies in crossing through 
Medina and Trin lakes and take advantage of the channels 
that have been opened up to avoid fighting against the tapial, 
a firm and heavy floating island which obliges dragging the 
canoe by hand. Today this crossing can be done in Yahaveré 
or Disparo Island, hiring tour operators in Concepción, or 
Mercedes.

The presence of expert guides who know 
the land in-depth is essential to get 
into the wetlands and its nature.

The crossing of the wetlands from the sandy hills in the North until the espinal ecoregion in the South implies sailing lost brooks 
and lakes in the immensity of the wetlands—of an extreme scenic, historical and faunistic value. The province is working to generate 

a public nautical route that enables a connection between Yahaveré and Capivarí spot, in the surrounding areas of Mercedes.
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Within the Great Iberá Park there are three runways. 
They are identified on the map on the previous page.

III. LANDING IN EDEN

Iberá wetlands have that sufficiently large dimension—as 
the mountain range or the sea—where imagination can fly 
freely. And if we had the possibility of entering without 
references, only landing from the top, we might think that 
we are in a timeless Eden, where animals and plants never 
left the mythical Biblical place.

There are several short landing strips located on islands and 
sandy hills, which allows us to start the ride from the inside 
of Iberá, as it occurs in several national parks in Africa. 
From the airports of Posadas, Corrientes and Mercedes, 
private charters can take off to reach Pellegrini (landing in 
Estancia Iberá or the neighboring stay, Rincón del Socorro); 
near San Miguel in San Nicolás Portal; in Carambola Portal 
in Concepción, close to Ñupi spot or in Estancia El Tránsito 
and other several places that will slowly gear up to lend 
adequate tourist facilities.

Inside the wetlands, one can choose to approach to the lodge, 
shelter or nearest port by boat, horseback or canoe, where 
vehicle access to nearby towns is also possible. In the future, 
one could even think of staying overnight in picturesque 
boats as it is done in some places of the Amazon or the 
Pantanal: the nature, the rivers and the lakes allow it.

Another way of approaching Iberá is by air, 
which provides a large scale view of this 

beautiful and complex ecosystem.
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Just like the safaris in Africa, Northern Iberá 
can be toured in open vehicles that allow wildlife 
to be spotted without bothering it.

IV. NORTHERN IBERÁ SAFARIS

Visiting the wetlands in high and open vehicles—where 
fauna may be observed at both sides, like in African safaris—, 
is possible along the Northern sandy coast, entering through 
Cambyretá, and extending in the areas of Yaguareté Corá 
and Yerbalito.

Today, the first nucleus of the Iberá National Park offers 
photographic safaris from the vehicle, where a variety of 
birds, foxes, deer, capybara and yacarés may be watched. 

The existence of narrow walled roads allows to take great 
pictures of deer, yacarés, capibaras, jabirues and hundreds 
of birds fluttering, feeding, running or sleeping a few 
meters from the vehicles, completely undeterred. It is not 
necessary to get on a boat, or make long kayak trips because 
the height of the vehicle and the enormous plain without 
visual barriers makes it possible for tourists to enjoy a show 
which is difficult to observe in other areas. It’s like flying at 
very low altitude, with a view of 360 °, where we can enjoy 
in a single moment the vastness of the wetlands and the 
intimacy of the wildlife. 

These safaris complement their offers with small walks and 
viewpoints in strategic areas of the forests to watch those 
species that are hidden in the foliage or under water. They 
also offer horseback riding that allows tourists to feel the 
water and the way of life and work on the stays in the area.

The North Iberá Safaris, an ideal circuit for bird watchers and nature photographers.
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V. BY THE ROYAL ROAD

In the past, when there were no cars to move, the route to the 
city of Posadas from Mercedes became known as Camino 
Real (Royal Road), and included several supply stops and 
swimming parts. A stretch of this road remains visible in 
the Uguay spot, closely to Fernandez lake, where people still 
move on horseback and protect part of the customs of those 
times. Every now and then one can access this lake of large 
floating islands and underwater meadow and go up through 
the brook that feeds it, towards the interior of the wetlands.

Next to Uguay spot, Rincón del Socorro stay is found. 
Savannahs and forests have regained their old splendor here 
and they exhibit fawns and groups of Capybaras and rheas 
grazing without suspicion on the shores of that same road 
in which formerly passed large cattle harness. Thanks to 
the efforts on species restoration, the Anteater is one of the 
emblematic animals that has populated the area again and 
we hope other extinct species do the same, as the pampas 
deer, the collared peccary and the tapir.

Later, between watching marsh deer and large flocks of 
storks and herons, one gets to Paso Lucero in the Iberá lake. 
There is currently a small bridge, but it used to be one of those 
traces where cattle herding was done swimming and canoing 
with a pole, and later, as years passed by, it was possible to 
cross it on a raft when traveling to the North.

Colonia Pellegrini, a town that has grown thanks to the 
tourist movement on the other side of the lake offers all 
kinds of services and activities to entertain both in the water 
and in the fields, and it allows to have a “bellyful” of fauna 
watching. The Miriñay brook, the Camba Trapo spot and 
the neighboring stays expand their offerings to extend the 
visit with outdoor activities and tours so as to live the life in 
the field together with their fellow country people.

The course of the Royal Road: from Uguay up to Cambá Trapo spot, passing through 
different parts of the old relaying road and entering Fernandez and Iberá lakes.
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VI. DISCOVERING CORRIENTE RIVER

The Corriente River is the Southern boundary of Iberá and 
due to its great flow and pronounced curves, it is an ideal 
place for beginning a nature adventure. Its clear waters and 
sandy bottom allow us to snorkel, dive or simply stop the 
crossing on the banks of sand and have a picnic feeling the 
breeze and the sound of the water.

It can be accessed from the town of Chavarría, which 
shows old houses and an old railway tracks with a bridge 
that cries out to be a catwalk filled with tourists and which 
looks proud of its river, birds and water hyacinths in bloom. 
Chavarría, connected with the capital city of Corrientes by 
just 180 kilometers of asphalt in good condition, shares the 
river with Mercedes and Yofre, and it is close to Concepción 
by gravel route 22, just at 90 kilometers far ahead. The tracks 
could reconnect the towns, simulating the old trip the train 
used to run and inviting tourists to feel the history and 
appreciate the nature of the wetlands, or serve as trail where 
tourists may hike and watch the river at 4 meters high.

Going upstream by boat or sailboat is the perfect choice for 
discovering different landscapes: thick gallery jungles, white 
sandy plains and large water surfaces. 

Passing by the typical and mysterious House of Stone, a 
century-old abandoned manor, and exploring the river 
in search of yacarés on the shore, flocks of wood storks, 
jabirues, herons and mbi-guás, or letting us be surprised 
by any capybara crossing the river or the head of a river 
otter hovering to pry. There are also areas for “catch and 
release” fishing due to its calm waters and the large amount 
of river tigers.

Another option begins at the wooden bridge over the 
Payubre, located near the town of Felipe Yofre, where we can 
go downstream by kayak or boat, towards the Corriente river 
from a single arm that allows us to surround ranches and 
see how the native fauna approach the water. Narrow and 
winding, with a unique landscape, it is ideal for a small boat 
that allows us to float in silence, looking how the color of 
the water changes from brown to green, from green to light 
blue, and seeing the slopes with gallery forests enclosing 
the vegetation, to the point where we can’t say if it the road 
ends there.

Sleeping in a tent on the banks of sand or floating in a boat 
is just indescribable. It is the unique possibility to experience 
sounds and aromas which only the South of Iberá offers.

Sailing the Corriente river, even when flooded or dry, and kayaking through the Pay Ubre brook are very different options and a must-
see destination if you want to know Iberá wetlands. Today, it is necessary to count on the support of a boat, but it is expected to have the 

train tracks available for walking in the future from Chavarría and get directly to the banks and islands to observe migratory birds.
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The clear waters and sandy bottoms of the Corriente river allow us to practice 
snorkeling, diving, catch and release fishing, or just enjoy a picnic in its sandy 

banks. We can access the river from Chavarría or Capita Miní towns.
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Rowing through old Northwest manors: it’s a circuit that allows us to have a look 
at the agricultural history of Iberá and its rich nature as well.
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VII. ROWING THROUGH THE OLD NORTHWEST MANORS

The Carambola brook is born near Loreto, where the Jesuits 
had built up their cattle manors which, over time and 
through historical changes, were followed by the che patrones 
of Corrientes. These wide lands were populated with cattle 
by the cords and sandy hills appearing from Northwest to 
Southwest, where today route 12 is found, between Posadas 
and Corrientes. The Carambola brook runs in the direction 
of the hills, like wedged, from which navigating allows to 
view the background of these huge manors in their best 
natural conditions.

In the future, when the sectional of park rangers and the 
port are completed, visitors will access from Loreto and 
navigate the Paraná lake at the height of San Miguel, in a 
three-day journey.

It is possible to visit a stretch of this brook and some of the 
historical manors, such as San Juan Poriahu (entering by 
route 118) or from San Miguel.

The manor and the camping of San Nicolás are open to the 
public and well equipped with trails to walk by the brook, 
or use a kayak or a punting pole through the open channels 
between the floating islands, or snorkel in calm waters to 
watch river tigers and stringrays that swim in hand, or just 
ride for hours or days through the footsteps of cattle drivers, 
eating a carrero stew, those eaten by cart drivers by 1800 
under the starlight.

Everything is to be discovered and experienced by visitors 
in this area of Iberá, now that the access spots has been 
improved and the brook has slowly repopulated with fauna, 
thanks to the silent work of park rangers and biologists, and 
the productive reorientation of the lands towards tourism 
and wildlife conservation.
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VIII. FOLLOWING THE GUARANÍ FOOTSTEPS

When visiting the Jesuit ruins of Southern Misiones, one 
wonders what happened to the people who once lived in 
these reductions. Where have they gone? We know that the 
priests have returned to Europe, but, what happened to the 
Guaraní people?

The history of its inhabitants from 1768, and even a little 
earlier with the dispute of boundaries between Spain and 
Portugal in 1750, is quite tragic. The replacement of the 
Jesuits by priests from other congregations to deal with 
spiritual subjects changed radically the old organization. 
The misunderstanding about this community customs, their 
language, their territories and their spirituality, with the 
hope of incorporating them to a system of private property, 
of secular and individualistic administrative governance, 
collided abruptly with the 100 years of “Jesuit understanding”. 
The most powerful response of nearly 100,000 aborigines 
was having escaped and dispersed gradually. After having 
survived the wars of the Artiguistas (locally under the 
command of Andresito Guacurarí), they moved to new 
territories (Corrientes, Entre Ríos, Rio Grande do Sul and 
Northern Uruguay.)

There were several attempts by the Guaraní to maintain their 
social, religious and administrative structure migrating in 
procession to new places in the old territory of Misiones, 
but they were exterminated or forced again to escape. Many 
of the survivors were employed at the farms of the Creoles, 
others joined the raised gauchos and died in the hands of 
the police, a few became mariscadores and the rest were 
incorporated into domestic work in Buenos Aires and other 
cities. Only two communities managed to survive until the 
19th century, sponsored by the Governor Ferré: Loreto and 
San Miguel. Both originated from a procession of more than 
1,700 people that came from Santa Ana and Corpus, who 
sought to settle in Northern Iberá under the protection of 
the images of the saints.

Wandering around these communities and neighboring 
spots is to peer into the past and feel that they are still alive 
in the direct stare of the images dressed as patron saints. 
Also in the centenary Cedars trees in Misiones, that stand 
at the entrance of the houses, protecting their owners. The 
welcoming inhabitants of the spots are eager to show their 
works, orchards, looms and tasks prior to festivities to 
whoever approaches their “houses”. The visit may be done 
on foot, horseback or by carriage from the small Inns of 
San Miguel and Loreto.

Iberá is also synonymous with Guaraní. Visit the neighboring towns of Loreto and San 
Miguel allows us to approach to the history and worldview of this indigenous people.
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From the Park Outwards: 
Expanding
the Development

Part V

Iberá is also cattle farming, which is done extensively on natural grasslands. 
A production method that perfectly coexists with nature conservation.
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Cattle farming is vital to ensure the economy in rural areas. There 
is no other alternative forestry or agricultural activity that can be 
carried out with such low investment as in cattle breeding.

5.1 Livestock in natural grasslands
Corrientes is traditionally known as the place for breeding 
cattle, i.e., the first link in the livestock production (which 
is followed by the fattening and termination processes). Its 
plains with extensive pastures, marshlands and lakes have 
been occupied with cows for more than 400 years, giving 
rise to a fellow rural man proud of his skills with the horse, 
the tie, the harness and a special taste for the country life.

The landscape, the diversity of grasses and legumes, the 
high productivity of the vegetation and the use of fire as a 
basic tool for rushing pasture regrowth, have favored the 
activity without too much investment or modifications on 
the ecosystem.

Cattle farming, with its almost 5 million heads in more 
than 6 million hectares, is the most sustainable activity 
of scale for a province that has been shaped naturally and 
culturally in calf rearing. If the natural pasture found in 
Iberá is considered, this activity should be the economic 
base of the ranches that are part of the reserve.

While the appropriate charges are kept and exotic pasture 
is not introduced, the impact of this activity on biodiversity 
will not be noticeable and will help safeguard the trades, the 
knowledge and the customs of these lands. In addition, and 
perhaps most importantly, cattle rearing is the economic 
livelihood of Corrientes small producers: 78% of rural 
settlements manage less than 250 cattle units, which ensures 

that livestock is vital to guarantee the economy in rural 
areas. There is no other alternative forestry or agricultural 
activity that can be carried out in these small areas, and 
which doesn’t require too much investment.

At the same time, it is important to highlight that there are 
just a few places with natural grasses able to sustain a rich 
birdlife (chestnut-throated seedeater, ochre-breasted pipit, 
strange-tailed tyrant, among others) which are in danger of 
extinction. More specifically, the saffron-cowled blackbird 
is the iconic bird to be preserved by cattle breeders because 
there are less than 100 nesting pairs in Argentina and 90% 
of them are found in Corrientes.

It happens that to reproduce, the saffron-cowled blackbird 
form colonies at the edges of the well-drained grasslands 
with the marshlands and these environments have 
undergone a high degree of afforestation in recent decades. 
In addition, the shiny cowbird breaks and parasitizes with 
its eggs the nest of the saffron-cowled blackbird. The shiny 
cowbird lives near the cattle, feeding on insects that cattle 
rise. When the extensive farming practices were turned 
into intensive practices, with the use of feedlots, the shiny 
cowbird increased its population, predating even more 
colonies of its relative. In this sense, the extensive farming 
practice in the low areas of Corrientes, with burns “in 
patches” that maintain the dense grasses, is a successful 
example of the best production practices.
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5.2 Ranches with diversified production and conservancies
One of the main benefits that the Great Iberá Park can 
bring is the generation of productive opportunities for 
the ranches that surround it. The Park must act as a great 

“nursery” of wild fauna where the surrounding ranches may 
take advantage of to generate a diversified production. Thus, 
a ranch that has a beautiful country house can supplement 
their incomes from agricultural or livestock production 
with those generated by the nature-loving visitors, and so 
the wildlife becomes an economic asset of high performance.

One international model may be the fazenda San 
Francisco in the Brazilian Pantanal, which is dedicated 
to a triple production: agriculture, animal husbandry and 
tourism. This model is so successful that it generates 10 
times more revenue through tourism based on Jaguars 
watching compared to the damage caused by this animal 
on its livestock. There are some examples of this diversified 
production in Iberá, such as San Juan Poriahu near Loreto, 
or Estancia San Lorenzo in Galarza spot. This opportunity 
of productive diversification, coupled with the scenic beauty 
associated with the Iberá Park, generates another benefit 
over the surrounding country houses: the increase of the real 
estate value of the property. This has been proven around 
the world in the well-managed and protected surrounding 
areas with abundant and colorful wildlife.

The existence of the Great Iberá Park will allow the 
generation of other innovative production models. One of 
the most interesting are the shared production of nature, or 
conservancies areas, as it is known in English. A conservancy 
is composed of one or several adjacent properties that agree 
to devote exclusively to wildlife production, which is then 
exploited through tourism.

The model works as follows: first, a large public area 
generates a lot of flamboyant fauna, as it is the case of the 
Great Iberá Park. Second, one or several adjacent stays to 
the park decide to change their type of production from 
livestock and agriculture to ecotourism, allowing wildlife 
park to “invade” the old traditional ranch. Third, the stays 
that have already done this productive reconversion towards 
an intensive generation of wildlife begin to coordinate their 
efforts to use the wildlife resource in a common way. This 
does not imply having captive animals or feeding them, it is 
enough to ensure that wildlife develops without significant 
convenience from humans or domestic animals. Thus, a 
stay of 500 or 1000 Has that has a problem with generating 
significant revenue through livestock production and, at the 
same time, it doesn’t have enough space to hold a significant 
population of animals of great requirements—such as the 
pampas deer, maned wolf or anteaters—, can join several 

similar neighboring stays to accommodate and exploit the 
fauna resource from the Great Iberá Park.

The most developed region in this sense is South Africa, 
where thousands of farmers have opted voluntarily (without 
subsidies or regulations) to change productively from 
cattle breeding to the production of wild fauna, joining 
its neighbors in a coordinated effort. As a result of this 
productive reconversion in Namibia, about 25% of the 
private lands is used for wildlife, while in South Africa, 
there are about 9,000 ranches of fauna occupying 16 million 
hectares, which is about four times the space occupied by 
the public protected areas in the country.

A conservancy consists of the union of adjacent properties 
to constitute a great private territory, by an agreement 
negotiated among the owners to devote themselves to 

the production of wildlife with tourist objectives.
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To make the conservancy model work, first there must be
a big public area—like the Great Iberá Park—

where wildlife is being produced
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5.3 Advice and private reserves networks
In the event that an owner wants to engage more and receive 
a specialist’s advice, there are NGOs that have programs 
and private reserves networks to join. Some of them are 
the Habitat and Development Foundation, the World 
Wildlife Foundation and Aves Argentinas. At the same 
time, the provincial government is anticipating to create 
laws that encourage the creation of private reserves through 
tax exemption in exchange for annual commitments of 
conservation management, monitored by the management 
of the Directorate of Parks and Reserves, such as in Misiones, 
Chaco and Entre Ríos.

All of these options are temporary commitments that the 
owner can withdraw whenever he/she wants. However, there 
are those who seek more robust tools to ensure that “this bit 
of the field does not change”, but keeping the private domain. 
Therefore, what we can offer them is the environmental 
easement, allowing them to give an irrevocable character 
to their management decision and that lasts throughout 
future generations.

The Government of Corrientes is drafting laws that encourage 
the creation of private reserves through tax exemption.

5.4 What are environmental easements and who prefer them?
Just like the rights-of-way of the civil code, they can be 
constituted to restrict certain uses of a property on behalf 
of another private property, and register this “restriction” 
on their deeds.

They are ideal for those owners who want to leave a 
conservation legacy to their children or grandchildren, 
ensuring that their willingness to keep a part of the field as 
they dreamed it is fulfilled. In addition, they are also useful 
for the people who want to sell a portion of their field, but 
ensuring that the new owner will not plant trees to cover 
the view, or that they will not open a street or a channel, or 
that they will not spray in the vicinity. It will be the other 
property (which can be the fraction that is not sold, or the 
nearby provincial or national park, or the property of an 
NGO that wants to receive the use as “dominant ranch”) 
which shall ensure compliance with these restrictions 
in time. The following analogy is instructive: to make a 
traffic easement (which gives a right-of-way) be in force, it 
is necessary that the trace is being used because otherwise, 
the easement falls. In the case of environmental easements, 
if the ranch owner breaks some of the restrictions imposed 

by the easement, and the dominant ranch owner doesn’t 
complain about it, the easement may no longer be in force.

The general concept is that the “extractive” use of that 
portion of the land is granted to a neighborhood or nearby 
property, which ensures that none of the activities against 
the former owners are carried out. Thus, to have a really 
effective control, it is convenient to assign this to a provincial 
or national park because park rangers will control that 
hunting, afforesting, grazing or spraying do not happen.

Environmental easements are ideal for owners
of fields who want to leave a legacy of conservation 

to their children and grandchildren.
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There are a few forests in Corrientes with total protection 
(red), but the quantity could increase if owners request it.

5.5 Red zones of the Forests Law
The National Law of Minimum Budget for Forests has allowed 
us to have a formal tool where the Government determines 
the conservation of forests on private lands, painting them in 
red. Usually this category is established with the consent of 
the owners or by negotiation if a permission has been granted 
to deforest in another area of the land. 

The existence of forests painted in red gives the province 
access to national funds to finance non-timber projects to 
the owners of those forests or turn them into public forests in 
other parts of the province. Nowadays, there are a few forests 
painted in red but this number could increase at the request 
of the land owners, increasing in turn the forests care funds 
of Corrientes.

Today, ranches may start a productive activity covering three 
fronts: agriculture, animal husbandry and tourism. It is a 
production model that is growing around the world.
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5.6 Tourist corridors of Northern Argentina
Argentina has positioned itself as a tourism global brand 
through the promotion of regional circuits and the 
installation of a wide range of unique destinations: Iguazú, 
Perito Moreno glacier, Bariloche, Península Valdés, Ushuaia 
and Salta, to which Iberá has joined lately in the Northern 
Center of the country.

A destination is enhanced when it manages to be included 
in a circuit, it has good accessibility, it is located within an 
existing air route and it has a mark of unquestionable quality.

In Northern Argentina, there are two destinations with 
this characteristics: Iguazú and Salta. One is known for its 
waterfalls in the middle of a jungle environment, and the 
other for its cultural attractions in a spectacular mountain 
setting. Iberá complements these attractions by offering 
wildlife which may be photographed in the midst of a pure 
nature and the wetlands culture. Thus, it has what it takes 
to make the visitor who chooses the North of the country 
come, spend a few days and enjoy a unique experience.

Both destinations may be enhanced by connecting the 
Northwest corridor (Salta, Jujuy, Tucumán) to the Northeast 
corridor, where Iberá is already part of together with Iguazú, 
El Impenetrable and La Estrella marshland, with airlines 

that bring both points together and boost the tourist flow 
in the North of the country

Another international corridor where Iberá could add is 
the one that connects with Brazil, supplanting the Pantanal. 
Many tourists who arrive to Brazil want to know the Iguazú 
Falls and the Pantanal; therefore, if air connections between 
Iguazú and Corrientes were good, we could offer Iberá as 
an alternative to the Brazilian Pantanal, entering through 
Foz do Iguaçu to the “Argentine Pantanal”, which may be 
visited all year round.

Finally, a local corridor which currently exists—but needs 
to be boosted—is the one that connects Iguazú to the Jesuit 
ruins and Iberá, entering through Posadas. The stay in Iberá 
could extend for several days if the accesses to the wetlands 
via Cambyretá, Galarza and San Nicolás are strengthened 
and if the staying services in the towns of Loreto, San Miguel 
and Virasoro also increase.

These new tourist opportunities represent the engine 
of economic development for the Iberá neighboring 
municipalities, which will benefit from the movement 
generated by tourism.

A tourist destination is empowered when it enters 
to an existing circuit. Iberá would join two highly-
positioned tourist destinations: Salta and Iguazú.
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Additional Information
Part VI There are currently 8 access portals to the Great Iberá Park and any of the circuits detailed from pages 

132 to 151 may be performed in them. To make the visit unforgettable, we recommend that you find 
out about the state of the roads, services, and available places before undertaking your journey.

For further information 
E-mail: casaiberainformes@gmail.com
Web site: www.parqueibera.com.ar
Facebook: parqueibera | Instagram: @parqueiberacorrientes 
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Access Town: Concepción del Yaguareté Cora

Distance from Corrientes: 190 km of asphalt route until 
Concepción (routes 12, 118 and 6) and 30 km of dirt route 
until Carambolita brook.

Activities: Canoe sledding (cinched by horses), horseback 
riding and swimming, kayaking, snorkelling, boat rides, typical 
refuges in the islands, visiting locals’ houses and museums in 
Concepción.

Characteristics of the portal: Life in Iberá, people living in the 
islands who drive cattle in the water, museums.

Road conditions: Dirt route but generally in good conditions. 
During the rainy season, ask to the park ranger or tourist guide. 

Access to the circuits The Crossing of the Wetlands and The 
Route of the “Mariscadores.”

Access Town: Loreto and San Miguel 

San Antonio is found along national route 118, at 10 minutes 
far from Loreto, and at 30 minutes far from San Miguel. It is 
currently working on the construction of a first-encounter place 
with nature and the complex system of Iberá, which will include 
games and activities for tourists and school groups.
At this portal, it is possible to understand the complex ecosys-
tem of Iberá through the contact with its flora and fauna, games 
and activities that make this area amazing. It is the ideal place 
for the ones who encounter this authentic and protected nature 
world for the first time.

CARAMBOLA PORTAL

SAN ANTONIO PORTAL

6.1 Places to visit in Iberá

Access Town: San Miguel

Distance from Corrientes: 150 km of asphalt route (routes 
5 and 118) and 29 km of sand and dirt route until the San 
Nicolás Park.

Activities: The Park has campsites with bathrooms and BBQ 
areas where is possible to camp. There are no markets around, 
so it is necessary to carry food and beverages or hire a typical 
lunch or asado in advance. There are canoe rides with fauna 
watching, trails, horseback riding and swimming, snorkelling, 
horse-bike-kayak rentals.

Characteristics of the portal: Great docile and varied fauna 
watching, like yacarés, deer, birds and foxes.

Road conditions: Some parts are in bad conditions due to the 
weather. We recommend that visitors ask park rangers before 
entering it. ATV transfers may be hired from San Miguel.

Access to the circuits Rowing to the old Northwest Manors and 
Following the Guaraní Footsteps.

The tourist office is found in front of the gas station in San 
Miguel.

SAN NICOLÁS PORTAL

Access Town: Ituzaingó and Villa Olivari

Distance from Corrientes: 230 km of asphalt route (12) and 
30 km of dirt route until the campsite. It is at 90 km far from 
Posadas.

Activities: It has a day campsite with BBQ area, bathrooms 
and catwalks. Camping has to be arranged in advance with 
the park ranger. It has no markets.

Characteristics of the portal: Docile and wild fauna watching 
from trails and catwalks, with the possibility of watching 
animals without going out of the vehicle, on both sides of the 
trail and in water mirrors.

Road conditions: Generally good, but during the rainy season, 
ask to the park ranger or tourist guide.

CAMBYRETÁ PORTAL GALARZA PORTAL

Access Town: Santo Tomé, Virasoro, Ituzaingó and Colonia 
Pellegrini 

Galarza is found inside the Great Iberá Park (which is also 
inside the Iberá Natural Reserve), a refuge of more than 4.000 
wild fauna and flora species in excellent state of preservation 
that may be watched on the trails.

Road conditions: For an ATV. If it rains, ask the guide. 

Access to the circuit Northern Iberá Safaris.

WEST PORTALS NORTH PORTALS
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IBERÁ LAKE PORTAL

SOUTHEAST PORTALS

Access Town: Colonia Carlos Pellegrini

Distance from Corrientes: 230 km of asphalt route from Mer-
cedes (routes 12 and 123), another 40 km of asphalt through 
route 40 and 80 km of gravel until Colonia Carlos Pellegrini.

Activities: The portal is in the town Colonia Carlos Pellegrini 
where there are services of all types, inns, excursions, boat 
rides, horseback rides and photographic safaris. Even camp-
ing in the lake.

Characteristics of the portal: Guaranteed services at all lev-
els. It is the traditional portal of the wetlands. The Iberá lake 
and its trails are carried out from the town. Fauna watching 
guaranteed.

UGUAY PORTAL

Uguay spot, which gives the name to this portal, is found at 
35 km far from Pellegrini and at 90 km far from Mercedes. 
Since the beginning, it has been an area with a few properties 
devotes to cattle and vegetable farming for own-consumption.

It is the ideal portal to visit when staying in Pellegrini.

CORRIENTE RIVER PORTAL

Access Town: Chavarría

It is accessed through Chavarría (located at 180 km far from 
Corrientes Capital city) where there are no inns, but it has 
ATMs and a general market.

Corriente river is the limit of the South of Iberá. Its clear 
waters and white sandy bottom that reflect the sun makes it 
perfect for diving and snorkelling, and watch fish like Surubí 
(Pseudoplatystoma), Boga and the famous river tiger: the 
dorado.

Access to the circuit By the Royal Road.

Road conditions: Generally good, but during the rainy season, 
ask to the park ranger or tourist guide.
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6.2 Environmental and Tourism Legislation —
 Responsible Authorities

Directorate of Parks and Reserves

The Directorate of Parks and Reserves is the enforcement 
authority in the field of protected natural areas and natural 
monuments of the province of Corrientes.

Creation of the Iberá Natural Reserve—Law Nº 3.771/83, 
subsequently modified by Law No. 4.736/93. At the same 
time, this legislation was amended by Decree Law No. 18/00 
and regulated by the decrees No. 1440/09 laying down the 
boundaries of the Reserve and the Great Iberá Park.

Creation of the Iberá Provincial Park and the System of Pro-
tected Areas of the province of Corrientes—Law N ° 4.736, 
Decree Law N ° 18/00 and Regulatory Decrees No. 1440/09 
that defines it, and 1966/09 that lays down the requirements 
for Environmental Impact Studies of projects carried out in 
the Iberá Natural Reserve.

Law on transfer of environmental jurisdiction from CLT 
lands to the State for the creation of the Iberá National Park, 
Law of the province of Corrientes No. 6384.

Creation of the Park Ranger University course in the frame-
work of the Northeast National University, by law N° 6173/12 
and the Park Ranger’s Day of Corrientes, by law 6269/14.

Ministry of Tourism

Created in 2013 by Decree 38, it consists of two Secretary 
Offices: one is shared between the Directorate of Parks and 
Reserves and the Directorate of Natural Resources; the other 
office belongs to the Tourist and Investments Promotion.

Tourist activity regulation of the Province, Law No. Law 
N° 6309/14.

Definition and establishment of requirements for becoming 
tourist guides, Law No. 6321/14.

Strengthening of the historical and tourist profile of 
Concepción through the creation of the “Yaguareté Corá” 
ecotourist center, Law No. 5993/10, and the tribute to P. 
Ríos: “The drum of Tacuarí”, Law No. 5988/10 and Law 
No. 6108/12 that restores the name of the municipality to 
Concepción del Yaguareté Corá.

Directorate of Natural Resources

Creation of the “Aguará” Recovery and Wildlife Breeding 
Center, Law No. 5887.

Applicable law on hunting and fishing in the Province of 
Corrientes:

National Law Nº 22.421 of Fauna Preservation, which Cor-
rientes adhered. And Provincial Law No. 1.863/54 on hunt-
ing and Wildlife Preservation and its Regulatory Decree 
No. 2.249/55.

On fishing, Decree No. 660/75 protects the river tiger fish 
(Salminus sp) against commercial and/or industrial objec-
tives and No. 1.030/92 that regulates commercial fishing in 
all the provincial territory. The sport fishing regulations 
and closed-season aspects of aquatic species are regulated 
by Decree No. 1304/78.

Empowerment of the hunting of the wild pig (Sus scrofa) for 
an indefinite time, throughout the territory of the province 
of Corrientes, Provision No. 867/10 and partially modified 
by Provision No. 69/11.

Declaration of Natural Monuments of the following species 
in the Province: marsh deer, pampas deer, maned wolf, river 
otter, through Decree Law No. 1555/92.

Declaration of the Big Anteater Natural Monument through 
Law No. 6330/14.

In protected natural areas, extractive fishing is not allowed, 
but “catch and release” fishing is regulated through Pro-
vision No. 09/10 and sanctions to infringements through 
Provision No. 02/11. Both from the Directorate of Parks 
and Reserves.

Similarly, it is completely banned to hunt any species at 
Provincial Reserves and Parks, sanctions regulated by Pro-
vision No. 05/11 of the Directorate of Parks and Reserves.

Creation of the Big Apipé Island Natural Reserve, Law No. 
4788/84.

Creation of the Rincón de Santa María Reserve, Law No. 
4789/84.
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• Shore line: powers granted by Law No. 5.588 in relation to 
the definition and boundaries of the shore line in Paraná 
river, Uruguay river and water bodies in the province of 
Corrientes, the definition of boundary lines of water risk 
areas, and terms of use of real estate in these areas according 
to article 2611 of the Civil Code.

• Public Lands: its functions are to facilitate access to 
the land,eliminate the small holding and optimize the 
productive activities.

• Mining: by Decree Law No. 212/01, the ICAA holds the 
inherent faculties of regulation in the mining field inside 
the Province of Corrientes, provided by Provincial Law No. 
3805/83.

Resolution No. 075/05 I.C.A.A.—The owners of rural 
properties are reminded the obligation to request 
authorization from the ICAA for waterworks for storing 
public waters in dams, such as construction of channels 
in water systems, pursuant to the Water Code and Law No. 
5067. Dispositions for contraventions.

Resolution No. 114/09  I.C.A.A.—It establishes that all 
private and public projects intended to be carried out within 
the Iberá Provincial Reserve must have the Environmental 
Impact Declaration (DIA). Provisions.

Water and Environmental Institute of Corrientes (ICAA)

The Water and Environmental Institute of Corrientes 
(ICAA) is a self-sufficient organism within the Executive 
Branch of the Province of Corrientes. Competent to act in 
the field of Public and Private Law, it is the enforcement 
authority in different subjects, which include:

Decree-Law No. 212/01 grants to the ICAA faculties for acting 
in the following areas:

• Environmental: application of the Provincial Law No. 5.067 
and regulatory norms (Decree 2858/12, Decree Law 212/01, 
law 5517/03), concerning Environmental Impact Studies, 
as well as the use of all environmental legislation provided 
by the Environmental General Law No. 25,675. It also 
deals with the enforcement of the access to environmental 
information, Law No. 5533/03 and the obligation to hold 
public hearings, Decree 876/05.

• Soils: in relation to rules of soil conservation, Law No. 4361 
and 4134.

• Water resources: authority of implementation in relation 
to water resources, Decree-Law 191/01—Water Code of the 
Province of Corrientes, use of public waters, granting of 
public waters and the Guarani aquifer, Law No. 5461.

National Implementing Legislation throughout the 
Argentine territory

Laws of minimum environmental budgets used in the Reserve 
area:

Law 25.675 – General environment (Nov., 2002) 

Law 25.688 – Water environmental Management 
 (Jan., 2003) 

Law 25.831 – Free access to public environmental   
 information (Jan., 2004) 
Law 26.331 – Environmental protection of native forests  
 (Nov., 2007) 
Law 26.562 – Burns control (Dec., 2009)

Ministry of Production and Work, Directorate of Forestry 
Resources

Territorial regulations on native forests. Law N° 5974/10.

Fire prevention, control and management. Law N° 5590/04 
and regulatory decree 316/06.
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6.3 Contact information

6.4 Acknowledgements 

Provincial Government, where you may find municipal and regional information (www.corrientes.gov.ar/home/regiones) 
Ministry of Tourism (www.corrientesintensa.com | www.facebook.com/corrientesintensa) 
Great Iberá Park (www.parqueibera.com.ar)

Alfredo J. E. Poenitz
Carlos Vignolo
Provincial Park

Rangers Corps
Daniel Segovia
Gabriel Romero

Hada Irastorza
Ignacio Jiménez
Inés Presman
Javier Kuttel
Mariana Balestrini
Marisi López

Matias Rebak
Milagros Toledo
Municipality of Carlos Pellegrini
Municipality of  Concepción

del Yaguareté Cora
Municipality of  Mburucuyá

Municipality of  San Miguel
Pico Fraga
Sofía Heinonen
Teresita Iturralde
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